GOS 


FALL 1960 


=a 
= 
2g 
& 
@ 
a! 
=) 
f= 
[a< 


KEG 
CU 
i 


VIG 
> 


Ce 


NS 


U7. 
A 


oe 


\ 


S\N 


Mase: 


> 
oS 


West Barrington 


Ze 


iN 


ournal Of The Steamship Historical Society Of America 


Mii 
Nh 


= 


The Steamship Historical Society Of Amerie 
tka Rite icS TEAMBOAT BILL 


re a 
. & x 
i - - 


= <a ee eS 


= 


=) = = Sees EE ; di 

ication relating primarily to North American steam and other power vessels, past and present, and issueé 

to Pe tal otatiats Heisctivitios of historians and collectors by The Steamship Historical Society of America 
Inc. The success of Steamboat Bill depends on sustained cooperation of SSHSA members, and material for possibls 
publication is welcomed. Though no responsibility for unsolicited manuscripts can be accepted, care will be taken tr 
ensure their safe return if requested. Opinions expressed by authors are not necessarily those of the editors. Sub 
scription to Steamboat Bill is by membership in the Society (see the inside back cover). Active membership fous 


dollars. Single copies one dollar. , 
Editor in Chief: Edward O. Clark, BOXs = D2 5 Chalfont, Pennsylvania 


Editors: C. Bradford Mitchell, 7019 Shore Road, Brooklyn 9, New York 
Donald C. Ringwald, 93 West O'Reilly Street, Kingston, New York 
William duBarry Thomas, Apt. 5K, 405 W. 23rd St., New York 11, N. Y.* 


Associate Editors: Jay Allen (Founder) , 2 Saffer Court, Urbana, Illinois 
R. Loren Graham (Photo Editor) , 108 Farragut Road, Swampscott, Mass. 
Robert W. Shepherd, Oldfield House, Como , Quebec, Canada 


Frederick Way, Jr., 121 River Avenue, Sewickley, Pennsylvanié 
James T. Wilson (Indexing), 414 Pelton Ave., Staten Island 10, New York 
(Asterisk indicates editor in charge of this issue.) 


Number 75 Fall 1960 Volume XVII, Number ° 


° Your editor for this issue of 
Pilot House Steamboat Bill has assumed the 
post on a temporary basis in answer to a signal 
of distress received from the rest of the edi- 
torial staff-a signal which is, one must agree, 
long overdue. A mere handful of members have 
stood the editorial watch for twenty years, and 
in so doing have brought forth well over eight- 
een hundred pages of steamboat history. One 
must further agree that these few have earned 
and justly deserve some relief, and thus the 
change for this issue. Unfortunately, the pres- 
sures of the business world make it impossible Tey 
at the present time for this association to be | le 
anything but temporary, but if the membership 
at large receives as much satisfaction from read- 
ing the Fall Bill as this writer has experienced 
in its production,the effort will not have been aT 
in vain. eae 2 too 
American steamboating has now entered its PARK CITY of 1898, laid up at Port Jefferso 
one hundred fifty-fourth year, and during that near the end of her career. --- WDT phot 
time many worthy efforts have made toward the 
preservation of the flavor, the nostalgia, and - by far the most difficult - the plain, hart 
facts of those years. It started, strange as it may seem, not in this country at all, but UL 
France ,where M. Marestier published his well-known Memoir on Steamboats of the United States od 
America in 1824, and has continued through the years, with many of the excellent recent work» 
the progeny of SSHSA members. However, there remain many subjects which have never even bee# 
touched,and which, while not possessing the glamour of a Fall River Line or the dramatic appeas 
of a ROBERT E, LEE-NATCHEZ race, are still very much a part of the American steamboating scene! 
past and present. Why can we not have a word picture of the little passenger propellers of Roni 
dout Creek or truly definitive histories of the gargantuan International Mercantile Marine a 
the microscopic Gowanus Towing Line? Why not an Advertisements of Hudson River Steamboats t 
complement our volume covering the Lower Mississippi? - 9.. 7) on) ll Sh nn 
These things can be ours, as can many, many more, but they must be recorded as soon as 
possible. History has an insidious way of losing perspective if left untouched for long periods 
Quoting from our masthead, "'The success of Steamboat Bill depends on sustained cooperation of 
SSHSA members...''. It is the opinionof this correspondent that this applies not only to Steam 
boat Bill but to steamboat history itself. The Bill - and steamboat history - belong to all a 
us, so let us assure long life for both by many contributions in the future! 
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STATUTE MILES 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF STEAM NAVIGATION ON THE LAKE OF CONSTANCE 


By Fregattenkapitan (Retired) Rollmann 


Originally published in German under the title"Entwicklung der Dampf- 
schiffahrt auf dem Bodensee" in the Jahrbuch der Schiffbautechnischen 
Gesellschaft, Berlin, 1915. The original was made available to SSHSA 
by William Muller, Rodney, Ontario. The article as it appears below 
is an adaptation of a translation by Mrs. Johanna Whicker, with sup- 
plementary data from various other sources inserted. In a few cases 
Rollmann's information does not agree with that obtained elsewhere. 
Since time and available facilities do not permit a complete examina- 
tion of source material,we have used Rollmann's presentation through- 
out unless it has been proven to be in error. 


The first attempt at steam navigation on 
Lake of Constance took place in 1817 ,when 
George Bodmer, an engineer from Zurich, 
n construction at Constance of a steamer, 
engine for which was ordered from a Brit- 
firm. At the launching, the staunch craft 
christened STEPHANIE, after the Dutchess 
aden,and, having become water borne, made 
first and only trip when she drifted with 
Rhine current until she grounded in shal- 
water. She was then moored near the Rhine 
ge at Constance and lay there until 1821, 

she was broken up. The engine, which 
been received from England, was never in- 
led but was returned to the maker's works. 
cal wag, employing the Teutonic pun, re- 
d her "Steh, Fahr Nie" (stand fast, never 
). It is said that Bodmer lost all of his 
y in this unfortunate undertaking.* 
Far more successful were the events to 


take place a few years later across’ the lake 
at Friedrichshafen, in the kingdom of Wurt- 
temberg. 

The personal interest of the Wilhelm IL, 
King of Wurttemberg,was probably the greatest 
single factor leading to the construction of 
the first successful steamer on the Lake of 
Constance. Prior to this time local laws had 
granted exclusive rights to the owners of a 
number of sailing vessels to load and dis- 
charge passengers and freight at various land- 
ings, and, in addition, to collect high fees 
from other vessels which wished to make the 
same landings. At this time there entered 
three men, Edward Church, the American Consul 
at Bordeaux, Baron JohannFriedrich von Cotta, 
a famous publisher of Stuttgart, and David 
Macaire d'Hogguer,of Constance, who prevailed 
upon the King to alter this unfair situation. 
Wilhelm I responded by reaching an agreement 


Rollmann's source was apparently Eberhard 


Zeppelin, who, in his Geschichte der 
fschiffahrt auf dem Bodensee 1824-1884, 


published in 1885, cited Bodmer's STEPHANIE 
fiasco as described above. Friedrich Pern- 


werth von Barnstein,whose Die Dampfschiffahrt 
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in March 1821 with the Friedrichshafen cap- 
tains by which they relinquished their rights 
and sold their vessels to the State. Ingre= 
turn each received a yearly pension of 450 
Florins. 

On July 3, 1824 the Friedrichshafener 
Dampfboot-Gesellschaft was founded with a cap- 
ital of 66,000 Florins, half of the stock be- 
ing subscribed to by the King and the State. 
ea a a soe 
auf dem Bodensee und ihre geschichtliche Ent- 
wicklung wahrend ihrer ersten Hauptperiode 
1824-1847, published in 1905, is considered 
an authoritative work, quotes a later source 
than Graf Zeppelin for an entirely different 
version of the STEPHANIE affair. The great 
dissimilarity,even as to Bodmer's given name, 
causes us to present below the Barnstein ac- 
count in very brief form. 

STEPHANIE after her launching on Septem- 
ber 17,1817, was completed to the point where 
only her engine was to be installed. The en- 
gine never appeared in Constance, but was or- 
dered seized at Cologne by the English engine 
builder due to lack of payment by Bodmer. The 
latter, called here Kaspar Bodmer, was urged 
on by his backers, and eventually decided to 
install an unused steam engine from aspinning 
mill. Eventually, the ship was completed, and 
with invited guests aboard made he trial trip 
across the lake to Meersburg, a distance of 
about five miles, arriving there four hours 
after leaving Constance. The return trip was 
completed only with the aid of twelve oarsmen 
recruited from passengers and crew. STEPHANIE 
was laid up after her return to Constance,and 
her subsequent career was as previously stat- 
ed. Soon after this unfortunate occurrence 
Bodmer disappeared from Constance and was not 
seen there again. 


MAX JOSEPH of 1824, the second successful steamboat on the Lake this end 
--- Jahrbuch der Schiffbautechn. Ges. 


of Constance. 
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The company, in which the three above nam 
gentlemen were prominent, received a roy 
charter and exclusive rights to steam navig 
tion in Friedrichshafen for a period of twe 
ty years for a yearly payment of 5 Florins. 

Apparently Church and his associates h 
anticipated such action, for it was only 
few weeks later, on August 17, 1824, that t 
company's first ship was launched. That a 
dent patron of steam navigation, King Wilhe 
I, was present that day to watch WILHEL 
named in his honor, christened amid the pea 
ing of bells, salvoes of gunfire, and ma 
musical fanfares. Built of oak, WILHELM w 
a sidewheeler 100 feet long, with a 17% fe 
beam,35% feet over the wheelboxes, and 3 fe 
draft: Her displacement was about 90 tox 
She had a one-cylinder low pressure side-lev 
engine of 20 NHP built by Fawcett of Live 
pool, a wood-burning wagon-top boiler with 
pressure of 15 pounds, and radial wheels wi 
12 wooden buckets which gave her a speed 
6% miles per hour at 25 revolutions. She ca 
ried 124 persons or 23 tons of freight, a 
her cost was 51,046 Florins. 

WILHELM made her trial trip on Novemt 
10, 1824, with her builder, Mr. Church, 4 
several royal commissioners and stockholde 
on board. A large crowd gathered on the sha 
and watched skeptically, but as the whee 
started to turn they shouted as one, "§ 
goes! She goes!" The steamer took an hour 
the trip to Langenargen,a distance of 5 mile 
and 40 minutes back to Friedrichshafen. 4 
following day she made a trip to Rorschae 
a little under 12 miles, in 34% hours, agair 
a strong southwest wind that kept all sail: 
vessel's) in| port. The return trip took. 
The pilot, a captain from Friedrict: 
stated that he thought WILHELM wow 
be successful because : 
could stop and back down 
quickly. Regular service 
cross the lake to Rorschz 
began on December 1, 1824. 

The first year of opes 
tion was so successful t 
the company paid a divide 
of 5 percent. During t 
first year the steamboat st 
fered no serious accident,« 
though her 30-foot high smol 
stack was carried away + 
day along with the chains 
iron rods with which it ] 
been secured. 

While WILHELM was be 
built, Church and von Gp 
laid plans to build, at 
Friedrichshafen shipyard,, 
smaller steamer for their | 
account. It was planned 
run this steamer to the c 
of Lindau, in Bavaria, and 
the Bavarian Kil 
Max Joseph,granted a licen 


hours. 
hafen, 


STEAMBOAT 


IT KONSTANZ, built in 1840 at Constance for 


Rhein in Konstanz. 
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Dampfschiffahrts-Gesellschaft ftir den Bodensee 
--- Jahrbuch der Schiffbautechnischen Gesellschaft 


The ship, when launched, was christened 
JOSEPH. On December 3, 1824, two days af- 
WILHELM had commenced regular service ,MAX 
‘PH made a trial trip from Friedrichshafen 
indau, where she was received by a large 
astonished crowd. An eyewitness reported, 
» could imagine that an infernal sorcerer 
pulling the ship around the lake". The 
il cannons were fired in celebration of 
event. 

In General similar to WILHELM, MAX JOSEPH 
slightly smaller - 75 feet longj43/4 feet 
fm 30-feet- over the wheelboxes, 7 feet 
th,and 3% feet draft. Her engine was from 
same builder as WILHELM's, and developed 
HP at 26 revolutions. She had the same 
. of boiler as her near-sister. MAX JOSEPH 
different in one noteworthy respect - her 
1 buckets were of iron and were of the 
thering type, an innovation brought forth 
ir. Church and one Mr. Buchanan. The ship 
. several more trial trips during the win- 
- to Constance and down the Rhine as far 
tein. On or about May 1, 1825 she started 
regular trips to the harbors of Baden,but 
- a week she provided service between Lin- 
Rorschach, and Schaffhausen. 

The company suffered from the start un- 
the severely restrictive shipping regula- 
is, and the undertaking never flourished 
well. In addition, repairs to the steam- 
, hull were necessary as time went on, un- 
it became evident that the only course 
complete reconstruction of the hull. This 
Bin August of 1829,to the decision to re- 
. MAX JOSEPH. Soon thereafter she was sold 
broken up and the company dissolved. 

Meanwhile, the hull of WILHELM had also 
riorated badly, and in 1828 an order was 
ed for a new hull of oak. Two years lat- 

her machinery was transferred from the 


old to the new hull, and in 1832 she received 
a new boiler which had been built in Liver - 
pool. Upon completion of KONIGIN VON WURTTEM- 
BERG in 1847, WILHELM was placed in reserve, 
and finally sold for scrap for 4,000 Florins 
the following year. 

The premature retirement of MAX JOSEPH 
and the resulting termination of service along 
the lake shorewas especially lamented in Con- 
stance. As a result, the Dampfschiffahrts- 
Gesellschaft fur den Bodensee und Rhein in 
Konstanz was founded in that city in 1829. 
This company was partially owned by the King- 
dom of Baden,which, like Wurttemberg, had en- 
acted laws to provide for the payment of fees 
for the right to land at the various ports. 
These rights were handed over to the new com- 
pany. 

The keels for two ships for the company 
were laid at Constance. The larger, completed 
in 1831, was named LEOPOLD in honor of the 
Duke of Baden. She was built by J. Pritchard, 
of Dover, England, and had a 40 horsepower 
low pressure single cylinder Boulton & Watt 
engine. Her particulars were: 106% feet long, 
17 feet beam,34 3/4 feet over the wheelboxes, 
and 4 feet draft, and she had a wood-burning 
wagon-top boiler of 15 pounds pressure. Her 
feathering paddles gave her a speed of 8% 
miles per hour at 28 revolutions. Her cost 
was given as 76,655 Florins. She ran until 
1840, when a new hull was constructed to take 
her machinery. 

As a compliment to Baden's friendly re- 
lations with Switzerland, the second ship was 
christened HELVETIA. Built in 1832 by Prit- 
chard,she was 98 feet long, 15 feet beam, 304 
feet over the wheelboxes, and drew 3 feet of 
water. Her 28 horsepower single cylinder low 
pressure Boulton & Watt engine and her wood- 
burning wagon-top boiler were taken from the 
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The Constance company's steamer LEOPOLD of 
1840, second of that name on the lake. 
--- Jahrbuch der Schiffbautechn. Ges. 


steamer L'UNION, which had been built in 1826 
for service on Lake Neuchatel in western Swit- 
zerland and retired two years later. HELVE - 
TIA's feathering paddles propelled her at 7 
miles per hour. After service on the Lake of 
Constance, she ran from 1841 to 1843 on the 
Untersee and Rhine until broken up in the lat- 
ter year. 

The need for steamboat transportation on 
the lake was shown by the prosperous Constance 
company. Skeptics and opponents gave way lit- 
tle by little as the company signed agreements 
in Lindau, Rorschach, and Schaffhausen for 
the carriage of passengers and freight. 

The success of the company made it pos- 
sible for another, Damp fboot-Aktien-Gesell- 
schaft in Lindau, founded in Lindau in April 
1835 ,to prosper immediately. Shares of stock, 
once so difficult to sell, were almost all 
purchased at once by local citizens and cor- 
porations. In 1836 the Lindau company re- 
ceived a royal charter for steam navigation 
on the lake for a period of ten years. 

Immediately following the granting of the 
charter, the president of the company, Eduard 
von Pfister, and an engineer named Laemmlein, 
of Rapperswyl, Switzerland, entered into an 
agreement with W. Fairbairn,the British ship- 
builder, for the construction of an iron 
steamer. In May 1837, the knocked-down ship 
and engine arrived in Lindau and were erected 
under the direction of Laemmlein. She was 
launched on September6 and christened LUDWIG. 
Built at a cost of 88,168 Florins, she was 
120 feet long, 17 feet beam, 35 feet over the 
wheelboxes, and had a 4% foot draft. Her ma- 
chinery consisted of a wood-burning wagon-top 
boiler and a 40 horsepower two cylinder side- 
lever engine turning feathering wheels for a 
speed of 9% miles per hour. She ran for the 
Lindau company until sunk in collisionin 1861. 
Raised two years later, she was acquired by 
Rorschach parties, who operated her under the 
name RORSCHACH from 1865 until she was bro- 
ken up in 1870. Like most steamers of her 
time she was rigged for sail,but in her later 
days the sails and rigging were removed. 
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LUDWIG's first trip between Lindau ; 
Constance was made on October 10, 1837. F; 
January 1, 1838 until August 31, 1842 ,; 
sailed in a pool operation with the steam 
of the Constance Company, but differences | 
tween the two companies caused a dissolut: 
of the association. Thereafter the two fle: 
were operated independently. In 1841 the L 
dau and Friedrichshafen companies unsucce) 
fully petitioned the Constance government — 
the establishment of uniform freight rat) 
and again in 1842 a similar appeal was fla: 
refused. Henceforth, the various compar 
were to find that, lacking common rate sch 
ules and joint operations, it became nece: 
ary to augment their fleets. 

In February 1839, the Wurttembergis: 
Bodensee-Dampfschiffahrts-Gesellschaft, whl 
on January 15, 1838 had succeeded the Fri: 
richshafener Dampfboot-Gesellschaft,contra: 
ed with the firm of Escher, Wyss & Cie, 
Zurich to build a new vessel at Rorschach 
74,500 Florins. At her launching on May 
1839 she was named KRONPRINZ (although © 
wheelboxes apparently carried the name KRi 
PRINZ VON WURTTEMBERG). This ship so enhan| 
the reputation of Escher, Wyss that for m 
years they built almost all of the steam: 
on the Lake of Constance as well as ott 
Swiss lakes. Her particulars were: 136 f! 
long, 17% feet beam, 35 feet over the whe: 
boxes, 8 feet depth of hold, 4 feet dra: 
and 136.7 tons displacement, with a capac: 
of 300 passengers and 22 tons of freight. 
was propelled by a two cylinder low press: 
side-lever engine of 50 NHP, replaced in 1! 
by anoscillating compound engine of 200 hor: 
power. Her original wood-fired wagon-: 
boiler of 15 pounds pressure gave way in 1! 
to one of the coal-burning return tube t! 
with a working pressure of 70 pounds. The: 
riginal speed of 9% miles per hour increa: 
to 13 after she was re-engined. Her name 
changed to KONIG KARL in 1864, and again 
1890 to WURTTEMBERG. She was dismantled 
ter her retirement in 1903. 

At about the same time, Escher, Wyss 
ceiveda contract to build a small steamer 
Untersee and Rhine service for the Lindau c: 
pany, at a contract price of 66,000 Flori! 
Called CONCORDIA, she was completed in 1 
and remained in operation until 1882. > 

The Dampfschiffahrts-Gesellschaft fur 
Bodensee und Rhein in Konstanz placed ord: 
with the same builders for three ships to 
constructed at Constance. All were comple: 
during 1840. The first was STADT KONSTANZ| 
vessel of 107 feet length, 14 feet beam, | 
5 feet draft,with a two cylinder low press 
side-lever engine of 60 NHP at 27 revolutio 
giving a speed of 9% miles per hour, and 
wood-burning wagon-top boilers of 15 pou 
pressure. She was rebuilt as a towboat 
1359) Next came the second LEOPOLD, with 
iron hull in which was placed the machinery 

(Continued on Page 
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ie United States Coast Survey steamer HETZEL as she appeared while serving as a gunboat during 


ie Civil War. 


--- Official U. S. Navy photograph of an original water color. 


‘THE STRANDING AND SALVING OF HETZEL 


By Robert Erwin Johnson 


At nine o'clock on themorning of 28 Feb- 
ary 1850, the United States Coast Survey 
feamer HETZEL beached herself on the right 
ink of Indian River Inlet, Florida. To the 
sual observer, it must have seemed that the 
ttle vessel had emerged a poor second from 
me encounter with the elements. She was low 
|. the water, her pumps were discharging full 
reams of clear water, and bucket brigades 
re supplementing the work of the pumps. Her 
remast had been unstepped, and buckets of 
rr port paddlewheel were striking the hull at 
ch revolution. Seemingly she was _ barely 
loat, and it was little short of miraculous 
at she had reached this haven. 

HETZEL, built some years earlier as a 
rgo vessel of 285 tons, was 150 feet in 
ngth, 22 feet beam, 8 feet depth of hold, 
d drew 6%feet of water when deeply laden. A 
ngle boiler furnished steam for the condens- 
g crosshead engine which drove her side pad- 
wheels. She had been requisitioned by the 
ited States Army for use during the Mexican 
r, and was laid up at New Orleans’ upon the 
rmination of that conflict. In the summer 

1849, she was transferred to the Coast Sur- 

y, fitting out at New York under the command 
Lieutenant John Rodgers, USN. 

Rodgers, a thirty-eight year old veteran 


of twenty-two years of naval service, had 
brought his ship south in the preceding Dec- 
ember to undertake a hydrographic reconnais- 
sance of the entrances of the St.Johns and St. 
Marys Rivers and to survey the coast in the 
vicinity of Cape Canaveral. She was engaged 
in the latter work on 9 February, and when 
darkness fell, anchored off the lighthouse to 
forty fathoms of cable m her starboard anchor 
in nine and one-half fathoms of water. The 
anchorage was exposed, and Rodgers considered 
his command a poor sea-boat. However ,the fresh 
southeasterly breeze seemed to present no im- 
mediate danger so the boiler fires were drawn. 
Even under the energetic guidance of Super- 
intendent Alexander D. Bache, the Coast Sur- 
vey operated on a limited budget,and coal was 
to be used sparingly. Morever,the season for 
working on the Florida coast was relatively 
short because of the danger from hurricanes 
and tropical disease, so Rodgers was loath to 
withdraw his vessel from her task to replen- 
ish with coal at Key West. 

The weather continued unchanged,and HET- 
ZEL settled down for the night with the cus- 
tomary watches set and orders left that the 
captain be called in event of any change in 
weather or sea conditions. By 11:30 P.M. the 
fresh breeze had become a moderate southeast- 
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erly wind, and a slight swell was setting in. 
Lieutenant Wilmer Shields, the executive of- 
ficer, informed Rodgers of the thickening wea- 
ther and was ordered tolet the port anchor go. 
Hardly had this been done when the starboard 
cable parted, and HETZEL began to drag toward 
the beach. The boiler fires were lighted 
quickly and additional cable was veered to the 
port anchor, but it was too light to hold the 
vessel. Although the boiler feed water was 
still hot from its earlier use, there was not 
enough steam pressure to turn the paddlewheels 
when HETZEL struck. At once the wind and surf 
took charge, and the steamer was driven higher 
and higher on the beach. 

By dawn the weather had moderated some- 
what, and Rodgers made preparations to lighten 
his ship in order to refloat her. All hands 
turned to at the task of getting stores and 
provisions out of the steamer, and tents were 
erected on the shore to protect the supplies. 
The wind freshened once more as the day drew 
on, and the afternoon watch of 10 February be- 
gan with "heavy SE gales rain... A heavy surf 
beating against the vessel." In the first dog 
watch, the wind backed around to _ the south- 
west, and the weather cleared,but the hawsers 
which had been carried out to keep HETZEL from 
driving farther ashore were parted, and_ she 
slewed around, apparently doing herself some 
damage. Fortunately,the wind diminished soon 
afterward, and the vessel was made as secure 
as possible. 

During the morning watch of 10 February, 
Rodgers decided that the ship had been light- 
ened enough, so the crew was employed pumping 
her out, sweeping for the lost anchor, and 
heaving in the starboard cable. Much to the 
captain's relief, the broken link was at the 
end of the cable, and inspection showed that 
it had been welded to little more than one- 
sixth of its diameter. Rodgers wrote Superin- 
tendent Bache later, "The chain seemed to be 
a good one; it was my duty to suppose it so, 
unless cause should arise to think otherwise. 
The master had examined it on the day of arri- 
val here and found no flaws--we had rode to it 
in worse weather--I had reason to think the 
chain a good one; it proved bad." 

Soon afterward the party searching for 
the starboard anchor found one apparently lost 
by another ship; it was raised and planted 
again in a position just outside the breakers. 
Sweeping for the anchor continued, the engin- 
eers prepared to raise steam, and the work at 
the pumps went on without surcease. To the 
joy of all hands, the vessel was reported dry 
during the midwatch of 11 February, and prep- 
arations were made for kedging off. But this 
first attempt must have been completely with- 
out result for succeeding log entries reveal 
only that the pumps were kept at work con- 
stantly for the remainder of the morning. 

Another effort to float the ship “with 
anchor and steam'' was made at high water dur- 
ing the first dog watch of 12 February. Soon 
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after the watch changed,HETZELwas moved ahee 
some seventy-five feet. Pumping and draggir. 
for the anchor were continued, and the searce 
was rewarded before midnight when an anchor vwa 
found and buoyed. 

Calm and clear weather ushered in the morr 
ing of 12 February. Quickly the last-four 
anchor was weighed and planted to back tk 
kedge. Once more a strain was taken on tk 
hawsers, but one parted and the second wer 
stranded without moving the vessel. Wednes 
day, 13 February, began with moderate wing 
from the northeast and cloudy skies. The wir. 
gradually freshened as the hawserswere splice 
and the ship was pumped dry again. Haste w 
necessary as a gale seemed likely, and soe 
after six P. M. "anchors and steam" once mon 
did their utmost to float HETZEL. This tim 
success was nearly attained---the steamer wa 
hove off about three hundred feet when disas 
ter struck: "one of the hawsers parted---th 
bottom of the furnace fell out and she sagge 
into the beach." 

The first watch brought strong winds an 
rain with a heavy sea which beat against thi 
vessel, driving her farther onto the beachi 
For twelve hours the watch officers logge 
heavy northeasterly gales with rain and sur: 
breaking entirely over HETZEL. It seemed obi 
vious that the stranded steamer could not sur: 
vive many hours of such battering, but thi 
winds moderated on 14 February, leaving he 
heeled well over and nearly dry at low water 

Rodgers by now was quite sure that hit 
command would never be refloated, but he wa: 
not the man to concede defeat until all hop’ 
was gone. News that private citizens ha: 
formed a company to buy the wreck of HETZE! 
merely spurred the stubborn officer to driv 
himself and his men more relentlessly. Re 
pairs to the boiler were begun,the pumps wer 
never idle, and everything was made ready t 
right the ship when the tide should permit. 

Soon after noon on 15 February,a steame 
was sighted standing in toward the shore. Sh 
proved to be the U. S. Army transport MONMOUT! 
Her arrival might have been taken as a goo 
omen, for soon after she anchored close in 
shore HETZEL was hove uprighton the flood tic 
MONMOUTH contributed a hawser and moved HET 
ZEL's anchors to a better location, but wa 
unable to offer more assistance, If the Coas 
Survey steamer were to be saved, her own me 
must be the salvors. 

The next two days passed with the famil 
iar routine of constant work at the pumps,an 
Sunday, 17 February, was observed bythe erec 
tion of shearlegs with which to unstep th 
foremast. The spar was put over the bow, an 
purchases were rigged on it to aid in workin 
the vessel seaward. A working party began t 
dig sand away from the hull,and another slun 
water casks which were to be placed under he 
bottom. Spare grate bars and other weight 
objects were landed in order to lighten th 
steamer even more. 


0 Fall 


mmander (later Rear Admiral) John Rodgers, 
N, who, as a Lieutenant, commanded HETZEL 
ring her stranding and salving. Photograph 
ken by Mathew F. Brady in 1862. 

--- National Archives Photo 


Lieutenant Rodgers saw no reason to let 
scipline suffer simply because his ship was 
the beach; just before noon on Sunday all 
nds were called to witness punishment. One 
the firemen had been found guiltyof theft, 
d the boatswain's mate laid on a dozen with 
e cat. Probably the men, except the thief, 
und this respite all too short;at any rate, 
ey went back to work immediately. 

On Monday, a working party began toclear 
road across the cape to Indian River. This 
uld make recovery of HETZEL's stores much 
sier since there was no protection for small 
ats on the seaward side of Cape Canaveral. 
derate weather continued to prevail, and at 
gh water an attempt was made to heave the 
eamer off, but this was unsuccessful. A 
cond effort made about twelve hours later 
emed to move her slightly, so work at the 
mps was continued until the tide should 
ood again. 

During the midwatch of 20 February,steam 
s raised, the engine was started,and HETZEL 
gan to move toward deeper water. But suc- 
ss again eluded the tired men. As the ves- 
1 broke ground, her leaks multiplied, and 
on the water had gained on the pumps enough 

extinguish the boiler fires. This develop- 
nt effectually ended efforts to float the 
ip for the time being. Men went back to the 
mps, and others began to caulk the hull from 
thin. Another attempt to heave off was made 
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two days later, "but upon moving her finding 
she leaked so bad gave it up for the present." 

Finally the skin of the ship seemed fair- 
ly tight, so at three P. M. on Sunday, 24 Feb- 
ruary, all hands were called, and HETZEL was 
floated during the first dog watch. Her port 
anchor was weighed, and she rode to the star- 
board anchor while her crew labored at _ the 
pumps and the captain kept close watch on the 
leaks. It was obvious that pumps and bucket 
brigades were not holding their own, but the 
water was rising so slowly that Rodgers decid- 
ed to try to make Indian River Inlet, distant 
some sixty miles to the southward. During the 
midwatch, the paddlewheels ,knocking ominously, 
began to revolve, and HETZEL made her way 
slowly and painfully along the shore. 

By six o'clock that morning, less than a 
third of the distance had been covered, and 
the leaks were worse than ever. It was evi- 
dent that the steamer could not remain afloat 
for long, so Rodgers reluctantly headed her 
inshore, and within two hours she was again 
high and dry. The usual pumping and bailing 
were too slow to suit the captain, impatient 
now that he was near success,so two holes were 
bored through the inshore bottom planking to 
speed the process of freeing the ship of wa- 
ter. Caulking began once more as_ the water 
fell, and was completed during the midwatch 
on Wednesday, 27 February. 

Steam was raised and an effort was made 
to float her, but now HETZEL refused to move. 
During the next forty hours every expedient 
was tried, and still the stubborn steamerclung 
to the beach. Patience must have been nearly 
exhausted by the time she had been lightened 
enough to be hove off to her anchors on the 
flood tide during the evening of 28 February. 

This time the oft recaulked seams stood 
the strain, the sweating seamen at the pumps 
and in the bucket brigades were able to keep 
the water down, and HETZEL made the remaining 
distance in about twelve hours. At 8:30 A.M., 
a pilot came aboard, took her across’ the bar 
into Indian River Inlet, and selected the best 
place in which to beach the battered steamer. 

ihe rest of the ‘story is-quickly toldi aA 
more thorough caulking job was done at Indian 
River Inlet, Passed Midshipman John R. Wilson 
and five men were sent back to Cape Canaveral 
to guard the stores, and HETZEL steamed to Key 
West. She made that port with little diffi- 
culty, thanks to fair weather, and Rodgers at 
once began the task of fitting out the Coast 
Survey schooner PETREL which had been laid up 
there. When the schooner was ready for sea, 
Acting Master William G. Temple and eight men 
sailed her to Cape Canaveral to retrieve HET- 
ZEL's stores and men. 

The marine ways at Key West were found 
to be too small to take the steamer so upon 
PETREL's return, Rodgers ordered Lieutenant 
Shields to take HETZEL to one of the gulf 
ports--Apalachicola, Mobile, or New Orleans 
--for permanent repairs while he himself as- 
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sumed command of PETREL in order to continue 
a survey of the Florida Keys. Superintendent 
Bache appropriated three thousand dollars for 
repairing the steamer, and the final cost of 
all repairs was $3,109.27,after which Rodgers 
agreed with Shields that HETZEL was in every 
respect a better survey vessel than she had 
been before grounding. The repairs were com- 
pleted at New Orleans by mid-June 1850, and 
Lieutenant Rodgers and HETZEL were back at 
work on the Florida coast in the _ spring of 
1851. 

If one is to explain the salving of HET- 
ZEL after she seemingly was beyond help,Lieu- 
tenant John Rodgers must receive the credit 
for his stubborn refusal to give up the ship. 
He drove himself and his men mercilessly, and 
few will fail to agree that he richly deserved 
the thanks which he received 
tendent Bache: "Your perserverance in getting 
HETZEL off is indeed worthy of all praise,and 
the prudence with which you have managed to 
get her moved to Key West." 

Rodgers' own explanation was_ short and 
simple. "We got off only by hard work and 
good luck. The two will do almost anything." 
One may wonder wherein Rodgers found the good 
luck, but certainly the hard work requires no 
further explanation. 

HETZEL remained with the Coast Survey un- 
til the Civil War forced her transfer to the 
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Navy Department. Two guns and a _ commission 
pennant transformed her into a warship of the 
fourth rate, and few vessels were more active 
in the North Carolina sounds. Boiler trouble 
sent her to Norfolk Navy Yard in 1864, and 
there the veteran steamer was found to be con- 
pletely worn out. Nevertheless ,HETZEL returne 
to the Coast Survey for several more years of 
work in the inshore waters of North Carolinz 
before boiler difficulties again immobilize< 
her. She sank at her moorings in Edenton Bay 
during the autumn of 1873, but was quickly 
raised and put into condition for the Chowar 
River survey. Alas, she was now only a hulk 
in which surveying parties were quartered. 
This seems to have been the end of her career: 
no later report of the Coast Survey mentions 
HETZEL by name. 


This article is based on research towar« 
a biography of Rear Admiral John Rodgers ,USN' 
made possible by a grant from the University 
of Alabama Research Committee. 

Source material included an excerpt fror 
the log of HETZEL, 9 February-28 February 
1850, found in The General Correspondence of 
Alexander Dallas Bache, Superintendent of the 
Coast Survey, Record Group 23, National Ar: 
chives, and correspondence between Bache ane 
Rodgers found in the above named source an¢ 
the Rodgers Letter Book - HETZEL and PETREL. 
Record Group 45, National Archives. 


OUR WEEK ABOARD THE DELTA QUEEN 


By Harry Cotterell, Jr. 


The SSHSA's 25th Anniversary Cruise has 
become a memory, but one which will always 
cause this reporter to remember our cruise to 
Kentucky Lake on the DELTA QUEEN as a most 
pleasant vacation. 

Although we had already been in the Queen 
City for three days of sightseeing, Saturday, 
July 9, was The Great Day. Soon after lunch 
we hied ourselves down to the Cincinnati Pub- 
lic Landing and the Greene Line wharfboat. A 
porter led us over to the purser's office on 
the DELTA QUEEN, and for the very first time 
in our lives we were aboard a sternwheeler. 
Room 338, well aft on the sun deck, was to be 
home for a week. Air-conditioned and with 
double width beds (not bunks), it had modern 
appointments including hot and cold running 
water and a fly swatter. 

With unpacking quickly attended to,a tour 
of exploration was in order. We discovered 
that forward on our deck were the officers' 
rooms, beneath them (on the Texas) the libra- 
ry,and on the cabin deck the grand saloon and 
writing room. Boilers were ahead on the main, 
followed by a big dining room,officers' mess, 
pantry, bar, galley, and the spacious engine 
room. There we found an honest-to-goodness 
long-legged horizontal two-cylinder compound 


steam engine. Walking out onto the fantail 
we were awed by the big red paddlewheel - 28 
feet in diameter, 19 feet across the face, so 
the statistics read. As we strolled about the 
decks we met other members of the Society (in- 
cluding wives and children we were 36 in num- 
ber), who hailed from many "ports" in the 
United States and Canada. 

Strains of "My Old Kentucky Home" anc 
other favorites were heard along the river- 
front as Homer Denny,veteran calliope player. 
gave a performance on the steam pi-anny. This 
calliope, salvaged from a sunken showboat. 
differs from others in that it has been re- 
built with a remote keyboard controlling the 
32 whistles, which are mounted on a straight 
manifold atop the deckhouse. An aurora effect 
can be produced after dark by projection of 
multi-colored lights into the clouds of emit- 
ted steam. 

Promptly at the advertised hour of threg 
the DELTA QUEEN departed from Cincinnati. Shé 
swung around (the QUEEN makes all landings 
with her bow upstream, and hence had to tur 
about leaving the city) and headed . beneath 
Roebling's famous suspension bridge. 

Folks everywhere were puzzled by the bur: 
gee flying from the jackstaff. The official 
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SHSA members on DELTA QUEEN for 25th Anniversary Cruise. 
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--- Photo by Robert W. Shepherd 


lag of the SSHSA, it was displayed there for 
he whole week our group was aboard. 

Eight miles downstream BOONE NO.7 crossed 
stern of us. A tiny diesel sidewheel double- 
nder, she shuttles back and forth on the An- 
erson Ferry, a service operated by the Kott- 
yer family for almost a century. It is one 
f the few ferries remaining on the Ohio. 

At 4:30 PM DELTA QUEEN locked through Dam 
7. Mention of locks and dams may surprise 
ome readers, but since 1929 the entire Ohio 
iver has been canalized to permit relative- 
y slack water navigation all year ‘round, 
arring winter freeze-overs. Greatest "lift" 
s 37 feet at Lock 41 around the Louisville 
alls. Just before supper the obelisk-like 
omb of President William Harrison,on a hill- 
ide at North Bend, came into view, but the 
ld custom of a whistle tribute had long been 
iscontinued. The new Markland Damwas reached 
fter 10 o'clock. Floodlighting made our ap- 
roach to the lock a pretty sight to behold. 

Very early Sunday morninga fuel stop was 
ade above Louisville. Waiting on the levee 
t the city proper to join our party was Capt. 
. W. Stoll and family. Holder of a pilot's 
ticket" between Ironton, Ohio and Memphis, 
C.W."" was a tremendous aid to the uninitiat- 
d seaboard folk among us as he explained in- 
and river practices, pointed out landmarks, 
nd told stories - including how he can tell 
hat steamboat is coming around the bend by 
he shape of her smoke. 

Later in the morning Mary Greene Cleary, 
he hostess, conducted a very nice non-secta- 
ian worship service in the dining room, as- 
isted by Harmon Mize at the organ. Natural- 
y one of the hymns we sang was "Shall We 
ather At The River." The day concluded with 


clouds as we 
astern a mammoth 


Old Sol breaking through the 
passed Addison, Ky., while 
rainbow spanned the Ohio. 

Monday morning we awoke to find ourselves 
"agin the bank'"', tied to a tree at Owensboro 
Bend Light, having been there since midnight 
due to thick fog which didn't lift until af- 
ter breakfast. Soon after getting underway, 
DELTA QUEEN ran aground near French Island, 
where the Army Engineers’ sternwheel dredge 
STE. GENEVIEVE was cutting an emergency chan- 
nel through a shoal which had recently built 
up. Getting free was simply a matter of back- 
ing off the sandy bottom and trying another 
spot. At 11:45 AM a brief landing was made at 
Evansville; then we went down through Hender- 
son Chute behind Dead Mans Island. Here, an- 
other story from "C.W.''- steamboats made bet- 
ter time between Evansville and Owensboro than 
the electric cars did. The answer lies in the 
fact that the interurbans had to be ferried 
across enroute. 

Another new experience was riding over 
Dam 50 instead of locking through. This was 
possible that evening because the movable 
wickets on top of the dam were down, making 
the water level identical in both pools. 20 
miles below Shawneetown the boat was slowed 
and the two searchlights were aimed at a huge 
hole in a limestone bluff,allowing us to peer 
into legendary Pirates Cave, now Cave-in-Rock 
State Park, Illinois. The social hour was a 
special "Steamboat Night" featuring a talk by 
"C.W."" plus a colored movie entitled "This is 
Your Valley", courtesy of the Army Engineers. 

On Tuesday our boat swung into the Ten- 
nessee River and went up (southeast) about 42 
miles ,passing Kentucky Dam, where a lock lift 
of 55 feet was necessary to get into Kentucky 
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Lake. Several hours were spent here at a re- 
sort called Kenlake Hotel. The lake,184 miles 
in length, is America's longest man-made body 
of water. 

Half of the cruise was finished. Return- 
ing downstream to where the two rivers meet 
in front of Paducah, we could see a definite 
line of color demarcation, with the blue of 
the Tennessee flowing alongside of the yellow 
Ohio. At 5:00 PM a landing was made at Irvin 
S. Cobb's home town. 

Proceeding back up the Ohio, we passed 
the towboat JERRY WEXLER and a _ barge, which 
had been aground since morning near Brick 
House landing Light and was awaiting a rise in 
the pool. Raising the wickets on Dam 52, the 
next below him, would accomplish the desired. 

Wednesday saw DELTA QUEEN and the towboat 
J.G. POTTER,with three barges, all go through 
Lock 49 together. Later that day a brief but 
heavy rainstorm which made the lee scuppers 
run occurred as we approached Evansville, 
where a shore stop was made, Several of us 
headed up the levee to the new Museum of Arts 
and Sciences, which has many interesting ex- 
hibits, including an excellent transportation 
section. A visitor at Evansville was Henry A. 
Meyer, who brought a portion of his packet- 
cover collection to show mail carried on old 
time river packets. 

Next day our boat passed through the 
scenic Ox-Bows,a series of sharp turns in the 
river which appear on the charts’ similar in 
shape to the yoke worn by a team of oxen. One 
looked over the treetops for the tall "chim- 
leys" of what he hoped would be a picturesque 
packet, complete with all the fancy work and 
scrimshaw decoration prescribed by tradition, 
coming 'round the bend. All that came was a 
low setting tow pushed by the growling diesel 
ASHLAND. Historic Brandenburg, where Morgan's 
raiders crossed into Indiana, was passed in 
mid-afternoon. 

Upon arrival at Louisville, our members 
were taken by private car across the bridge 
to Jeffersonville, Ind., where the Howard Na- 
tional Steamboat Museum held open house for 
us. Located in the home of the late Captain 
James E. Howard, it contains models, photos, 
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The United States Army Corps 
of Engineers' sternwheel 
dredge STE, GENEVIEVE,built 
at Pittsburgh in 1932, at 


work in the Ohio River near 
French Island. 


--- Photo by R. W. Shepherd 


and plans of many of the 
vessels, including J. M. 
WHITE and CAPE GIRARDEAU b . 
GORDON C. GREENE c_ RIVER 
QUEEN, built at the famous 
Among other river items are | 
models of the Louisville and Portland Canal 
locks and of the movable wickets atop many of 
the dams, the latter model showing how the 
wickets operate. Mrs. Howard very kindly 
served refreshments during our visit. 

Friday morning we were awakened by the 
QUEEN's whistle (which has about the same tone 
as that of ALEXANDER HAMILTON on the Hudson) 
echoing off the hills around Madison, Ind. 
There many availed themselves of a three-hour 
bus tour to places of interest in and around 
the city. The boat trip resumed at noon, go- 
ing on up through the Switzerland of America, 
where many vineyards prevail. At Vevay a. 
small ferryboat crossed ahead of us to Ghent, 
Ky. Nicely done in white with red trim, she 
was the steel diesel MARTHA A. GRAHAM. | 

Further along we passed two oddly-named 
settlements - Rising Sun and Rabbit Hash. 
There are other unique place names on the 
Ohio - Tobacco Patch, Hog Point, Turkey Bot- 
tom,Cold Friday - and even a New York Landing 
in Kentucky! 

The traditional last night program of 
every Greene Line cruise has _ been a Ship's 
Concert. Among the SSHSA folk who participat- 
ed in ours were E. J. Quinby, the Wilsons, 
Bob Shepherd,all the Braynard family, and the 
Skellys. To round out the musical activity 
of the cruise, E. J. Quinby played the cal- 
liope as the "Cast Iron Monster" left each 
landing. A look at the steel hull and heavy 
framework convinced us of the reason for the 
nickname bestowed upon the QUEEN by veteran 
rivermen. 

Cincinnati was reached sometime while we 
slumbered. A most delightful trip had come to 
an end all too quickly. Captain Paul H. Un-. 
derwood and his entire crew are to be thanked 
for all the courtesies extended to us, and an 
extra vote is due James Sanders, Second Engi- 
neer, for his private showing of movies taken 
along the river. Saturday morning our members 
exchanged well-wishes, and as_ they went "up 
the hill" were greeted by 85 year old Cap'n 
Jesse P. Hughes,retired Greene Line steamboat 
master ,who had come down to the levee to rem- 
inisce. 


Howard boatyard. 
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COLLISION AT SANDY HOOK 


By William duBarry Thomas 


The damage to the Cornell Steamboat Com- 
iny's tug J.C. HARTT, shown in the accom- 
inying photograph, was the result of a col- 
Sion between that vessel and the steamboat 
[TY OF BROCKTON of the Old Colony Steamboat 
mpany in the open sea off Sandy Hook in the 
‘oad daylight of September 29, 1887. 

HemGe HARTCO 6417, built ‘in 1883.-at 
1iladelphia) was the lead boat in a flotilla 
mund for the yacht races that day off Scot- 
ind Lightship. CITY OF BROCKTON (126386, 
1ilt in 1886 at Chelsea) , off the Fall River 
ine to take a party of guests to the races, 
is new and fast, and gradually overtook the 
irious members of the flotilla until she was 
it one vessel removed fromthe lead position. 
3 she attempted to pass HARTT at 14 to 15 
[les per hour on the tug's starboard side, 
1e latter vessel suddenly sheered off sharp- 
7 to starboard,striking the larger ship near 
sr port wheelbox and running under the spon- 
mn for some distance, inflicting moderate 
mage. HARTT, which suffered a badly mangled 
‘em, was nearly capsized in the process, and 
several of her passengers were thrown into 
1e water. 

After the accident, the case was brought 
>fore Judge J. Benedict in the U.S. District 
yurt at New York, where the claims and coun- 
2r claims of both sides were many and varied. 
») much so,in fact, that fifty-nine witnesses 
sre examined before the court and it was well 
yer a year before a ruling was handed down. 

HARTT's attorney, R. D. Bennett, claimed 
1at CITY OF BROCKTON was passing much too 
lose, and, having come up abeam of the tug, 
-ctempted to cross her bow. The pilot of 
RTT stated that he immediately ported his 
1eel and stopped and backed down his engine, 
it the tug was struck by CITY OF BROCKTON 
sfore headway could be lost. 

CITY OF BROCKTON, represented by the law 
irm of Shipman, Barlow, Larocque & Choate, 
aimed that she was passing HARTT at the safe 
stance of 250 feet (estimates of the dis- 
ince between the two steamers ranged from 
0 down to 75 feet‘), when HARTT altered 
yurse to starboard to pass under the stern 
- a yacht standing across her bow. After 
RTT cleared the yacht, it was claimed that 
ie did not straighten up again, but that her 
lot broughther wheel even more to starboard, 
le result being that CITY OF BROCKTON was 
by the tug. 

Subsequent testimony by crew members, 
issengers, eye-witnesses, and even President 
arles Choate of the Old Colony Steamboat 
mpany, who was standing on the port side of 
ss steamer when the accident occurred, void- 
| most of the original claims of both ships. 
- became evident that CITY OF BROCKTON did 
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attempt to pass too close to the tug, but she 
did not alter her course immediately before 
the collision. There was much deliberation, 
too, as to whether HARTT's helm was actually 
brought to starboard at all. Witnesses stat- 
ed that her alteration of course was not so 
much a sheering off as a "lurch" or "dive", 
and that no possible movement of her rudder 
could produce such a violent maneuver. 

At length, the court handed down its de- 
cision, which stated that in passing so close 
the powerful paddle wheels of CITY OF BROCK- 
TON had drawn the water away from the star- 
board side of HARTT and actually had caused 
the course of the latter vessel to be altered 
suddenly and involuntarily to starboard "as 
to overpower the HARTT by the current CITY OF 
BROCKTON created, and to force the HARTT into 
collision". As a result, the libel action 
brought by CITY OF BROCKTON was dismissed and 
damages were awarded to the tugboat. 

An interesting and somewhat ironic fact 
brought out during the testimony was that the 
pilot of CITY OF BROCKTON was’ steering her 
for the first time that day. It is quite pos- 
sible that, in the heat of the race, his lack 
of familiarity with the vessel was a major 
contributing factor to the collision. Unfor- 
tunately, we shall probably never know. 

One thing, however, is certain. The 
crew of J. C. HARTT undoubtedly slept as well 
on the night after the court decision as did 
the victorious yachtsmen following those races 
off Scotland Lightship. 


J.C. HARTT at Newburgh following her colli- 
sion with CITY OF BROCKTON. 
--- Photo from Author's collection 


78 


22. 


23°. 


24. 


2a 


26, 


7a 


28. 


DBS 


50% 


ons 


BiPee, 


39% 


34. 


SD 


Siena 


Bilt. 


3S. 


39. 


40. 


41. 


42. 


MALIKO 
(ENL5s Ske Bye 
MALA 
MAPELE 
324 x 46 
MALAMA 
324 x 46 
MALOLO 


MATSON NAVIGATION COMPANY FLEET LIST 


Zvi 


219766 


217928 


226454 


MATSONIA (2nd) 


554 x 83 
MANINI 
324 x 46 
MAKAWAO 
324 x 46 
MAKUA 
324 x 46 


LURLINE (2nd) 231979 


604 x 79 
MAUNA LOA 
410 x 54 
MAUNA KEA 
403 x 53 


229561 


220993 


220245 


218048 


218098 


STEAMBOAT 


(1918) 


(1920) 


(1919) 


(1920) 
(1920) 


(1920) 


(1919) 


(1919) 


CITY OF LOS ANGELES (1899) 


560 x 63 


215453 


DIAMOND HEAD 


410 x 54 


YALE 
376 x 61 
CORRALES 
PSS 5 Buh 
COQUINA 
AS, 3 (ele 
TIMBERMAN 
PSL sie UWE 
LAHAINA 
(ili, se Gy& 
KAILUA 
410 x 54 
WAIMEA 


411 x 54 


KOHALA 
410 x 54 
WAIPIO 
410 x 54 


217540 


204047 


ZL7LOT 


ZEToFL 


217004 


220763 


217906 


217932 


218426 


217492 


CITY OF LOS ANGELES of 
FURST b AEOLUS) 


(1918) 


(1906) 
(1918) 
(1919) 
(1918) 
(1920) 
(1919) 


Ct979) 


(1919) 


(1919) 


Compiled by Lloyd M. Stadum 


1926-47 


1927-36 
1936-43 


1927-42 


L927 -37 
1937-49 


1928-41 
1928-41 


1928-46 


1932- 
1934-42 


1934-46 


1934-37 


1934-46 


1935-41 
1935-40 
1935-40 
1935-36 
1936-41 
1936-42 


1937-46 


1937-45 
1937-46 


(To 


1899 (a GROSSER KUR- 
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1901 to 1958 PART IL 
Freighter. Sold. Scrapped 1953. (a CAPE MAY 


c SHAHIN d BHARATHATNA) . 

"Submarine" type freighter. Turbine. 

Renamed. Wrecked 1/14/43. (a PITTSBURGH BRIDGE) 
"Submarine" type freighter. Turbine. 
1/1/42. (a MILWAUKEE BRIDGE) 
Passenger. Twin screw, turbines. 2 Funnels.. 
Renamed. Sold. (c¢ ATLANTIC d VASILISSA FRIEDER~. 
IKI or QUEEN FREDERICA) 


Torpedoed 


"Submarine" type freighter. Turbine. Torpedoed 
12/17/41. (a SUSHERICO) 

"Submarine" type freighter. Turbine. Sold. 
Scrapped 1945. (a SUJERSEYCO) 

"Submarine' type freighter. Turbine’: Sold. 
Sunk 3/-/50. (a SUHOLCO c MEO HWA d TAI KONGI 
e MIRANDA) 

Passenger. Twin screw, turbines. 2 funnels. 


Freighter. Bombed 2/19/42. (a WEST CONOBI 
b GOLDEN EAGLE) 

Freighter. Turbine. Sold. 
(a DIABLO b GOLDEN RIVER d CENTAURO e 


£ MARTANTHE) 


Foundered 11/2/56. 
BALL 


Passenger. Twin screw, turbines. 2 funnels., 
Scrapped. (a GROSSER KURFURST b AEOLUS) 
Freighter. Sold. Wrecked 6/19/58. (a WEST ERRALI 


c SHAHROKH d NEW CHINA e 
g HIGASHI MARU) 

Passenger. Triple screw, turbines. 
by Matson. Sold. Scrapped 1949, 


NORBERG £ EASTERN PRIDE! 


Not operated 
(b GREYHOUND) | 


"Lake" type freighter. Sold. (b BARBARA OLSON 
c RIO PASTAZA) 

"Lake" type freighter. Sold. Torpedoed 12/7/41,, 
(b CYNTHIA OLSON) 

"Lake" type freighter. Sold. (a CORSICANA c MAR- 


GARET SCHAFER d GREAT OAKS e PEGGY) 


Freighter. Torpedoed 12/11/41. (a WEST CARMONA! 
b GOLDEN STATE) 

Freighter. Sold. (a WEST CAJOOT b GOLDEN BEAR 
d VIBORG) 

Freighter. Sold. Scrapped 1958. (a WEST SEQUANA: 


b GOLDEN CLOUD d MARCAR e CARMAR f TRIANA g MADE- 
LAINE) 


Freighter. Sold. (a WEST HENSHAW b GOLDEN CROSS: 
d PETR TCHAIKOVSKY) i 
Freighter. Turbine, Sold. Scrapped 1954, 


(a WEST ELCAJON b GOLDEN KAURI d PARALOS II) 


be Continued) 


Footnote to Part I of Matson Fleet List: The 
HAWKEYE STATE and BUCKEYE STATE were operated 
by Matson as agent for U.S. Shipping Board for 
a short while in 1921. Loss of the Atlantic 
coast sugar market and the entry of LASSCO in 
the Hawaiian passenger trade were among the 
factors that led the company to withdraw from 
this route and return the vessels. As they 
were not owned by the company, they are in- 
cluded in the list of company-owned ships on- 
ly for general interest and information. 
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SOME NOTES ON MAGDALENA RIVER STEAMERS 


Reprinted in part from November 1913 International Marine Engineering 
by permission of Marine Engineering/Log 


The Magdalena River,in Colombia, is very 
sh like the Missouri River, except that the 
tter has a length of 3,000 miles while the 
stance from the mouth of the Magdalena to 
> rapids at Honda is only 600 miles. Navi- 
tion on the lower river for thirty miles 
low Honda is through rapids similar to those 

the upper Missouri River between the mouth 
the Mussel Shell River and Fort Benton. 
ose rapids also have the same characteris- 
cs as those in the Alleghany River, but the 
pids at Honda, which are one mile long, are 
r more turbulent, resembling the rapids be- 
w Niagara Falls. Light draft steamers are 
le to go through these rapids without cargo 
ring high water with the aidof two or three 
ry large hawsers taken to the steam cap- 
ans, and above them the upper river can be 
vigated for 150 miles by vessels carrying 
om 80 to 100 tons of freight. 

Navigation of the Magdalena River by 
ern-wheel steamboats of American build was 
sun soon after the close of the Civil War 

1865. Previous to this date the river was 
vigated by large side-wheel boats built in 
e East and in Europe. The first stern-wheel- 

on the river was a composite boat ,designed 
an American, built with iron frames and 
ak planking, but the draft of this boat 
oved too great for successful navigation. 

Early in the seventies two Colombian 
eamboat captains visited America to examine 
e boats navigating the Western rivers. Af- 
r inspecting the Ohio River steamboats and 
nding them suitable for navigating the Mag- 
lena River ,contracts were made for the con- 
ruction at Pittsburgh and Cincinnati of 
ght wood stern-wheel boats, four of which 
re. named ISABELLE, BARRANQUILLA, MURILLO, 
d COLOMBIA. These boats were sent out un- 

their own steam,coasting from New Orleans 
‘Florida, thence to Cuba, Haiti, and Jamai- 
, and from these islands, when the weather 
rmitted a safe crossing, across the Carib- 
an Sea. This was continued until about 
74, when one of the boats built at Cincin- 
ti was caught in a_ storm after leaving the 
uth of the Mississippi River and was lost 
th all on board. , 

After the loss of this vessel, the com- 
nies operating steamers on the Magdalena 
sorted to the scheme of having the wooden 
ames worked out in the United States and 
en the boats were erected in Colombia under 
e direction of a few skilled mechanics 
ought down from America. It was found, how- 
er, that the life of a wood-hull steamer in 
e tropics did not exceed five years without 
tirely rebuilding the hull, and as this was 
ne at a price which usually exceeded the 


original cost of the hull, attention was di- 
rected to building steel-hull steamers, a 
type of vessel which proved successful and 
was universally adopted by all the steamboat 
companies. 

The first steel stern-wheel steamer to 
successfully navigate the Magdalena River was 
the FRANCISCO MONTOYA, built by James Rees & 
Sons Company, Pittsburgh, Pa.,in 1878. This, 
by the way, was the first steel-hull river 
steamer constructed in America. She was 150 
feet long,29 feet 6 inches beam, with a depth 
of hold of 4 feet. The draft, with 75 tons 
of fuel on board, was 26 inches. Steam was 
supplied by two tubular type boilers, 45 in- 
ches diameter and 17 feet long, to two high 
pressure engines 15 inches diameter and 5 feet 
stroke, fitted with variable cut-off. The 
design and plans for this type of steamer 
were perfected in 1875, but, owing to the 
opposition that existed against the use of 
steel hulls on rivers having a rocky bed, the 
vessel was not built until three years later. 
In fact, at that time rumors were published 
to the effect that the constructor of such a 
boat was a fit subject for a lunatic asylum, 
as it was contended that if a steel-hull boat 
struck a bank or a sand bar in the river the 
boat would fall asunder or break to pieces 
like a watch spring. However, the superin- 
tending engineer of the steamboat company was 
finally sent to inspect the material, which 
was crucible homogeneous steel costing seven 
cents per pound. The steel was finally ac- 
cepted, and, in his report, the engineer said 
that it was the finest material he ever saw 
for plating a steam vessel. 

The keel was laid in Barranquilla on No- 
vember 26, 1878, and in exactly two months 
steam was raised on the boat. On February 13, 
1879 she started up the river on her maiden 
trip with 4 tons of freight and 5 hours' fuel 


Steamer FRANCISCO MONTOYA, built by Rees in 
1878 for service on the Magdalena River. 
--- International Marine Engineerin 
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on board, drawing 26 inches of water. Al- 
though the water was low, the maiden trip was 
made within three hours of the running time 
of the fastest trip ever made on the river. 

Almost as many types of steam vessels 
have been tried out on the Magdalena River as 
have been tried in America. Vessels built of 
good yellow pine, Spanish cedar, teak, iron, 
and steel, and boats with side wheels, recess 
wheels, screw propellers, and half submerged 
twin screw propeller boats with wheels and 
“walking sticks'' to propel them over bars, 
have been built, but none of these vessels 
has seemed to fulfill all of the requirements 
as well as the light-draft steel boats. 

Some interesting comments on steamboating 
on the Magdalena River were made recently by 
Captain B. L. Wooster, a mechanical engineer 
who has been in South America for over twenty 
years supervising the erection and operation 
of many of the stern-wheel boats built in the 
United States. He says, ''At present there are 
no wooden-hull steamboats or barges m the Mag- 
dalena River;they are allof galvanized steel. 
The steamers are stern-wheel boats and were 
built in Germany ,England and the United States. 
There is no doubt that the steel hull,if prop- 
erly constructed, is far superior to either 
wood or composite construction fa@ this service. 

"During the low stages of water,the Mag- 
dalena River consists of aseries of deep pools 
separated by sand bars, over which there are 
at times not more than 3% feet of water, and 
it is a frequent occurrence to find several 
boats tied up below these bars waiting for a 
Rees boat to come along, as these boats in- 
variably hit these bars at full speed, stop 
the engines, and when the following wave runs 
up start up again and dig their way over the 
bar, making a channel through which the other 
boats follow. This channel soon fills up and 
has to be opened up again by the next boat up 
or down the river. 

"During the revolution of 1899-1901 one 
of the Rees boats, the HELENA,was captured by 
the rebels, who converted her into a gunboat 
by installing several guns and piling sacks of 
salt along the sides for breastworks. 

"During a night engagement on the river 
between the rebels and the Government fleet, 
the HELENA by mistake rammed at full speed a 
heavy steel dredge belonging to their own fleet 
in an attempt to ram the Government gunboat 
HERCULES. The dredge was cut almost complete- 
ly in two and sank immediately,and the HELENA, 
coming under fire from the entire Government 
fleet, had all her upper works riddled and a- 
bout everyoneon board either killed or wound- 
ed. The vessel drifted alongside the BARRAN- 
QUILLA and was captured. The heavy wrought 
iron stem andthe bow plating of the boat were 
twisted into a knot but not broken; the for- 
ward collision bulkhead held and the boat did 
not leak a drop. She was towed down the river 
and lay at Barranquilla for at least a year 
before the company got her back from the Gov- 
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ernment. When she was taken over for repairs 
she was still dry and the bones of two men were 
found in the hold, where they had probably 
crawled after being wounded and had been over- 
looked by the Government troops when they took 
the boat. 

"Many boats in Colombia were put together 
by native labor, and as a rule the natives 
proved very good workmen. The boats are oper~ 
ated entirely by natives,and, in spite of the 
fact that they were previously unfamilian 
with the machinery, they handled them very 
well." 


EXCURSION BOATS AT BUFFALO — 


Reprinted from Seaboard, May 12, 1892 


Buffalo will have a fine fleet of excur- 
sion steamers this season. The business has 
grown to stupendous proportions in the past 
few years. The number of boats which will be 
employed. over those of last year will be quite 
a number. The excursion fleet of 1890 num- 
bered a half dozen boats, and while they were 
mostly all small craft they took care of all 
the trade offered. But last year was a tel- 
ling year for every line,and it is with plea- 
sure we note that each company is to be re- 
inforced with larger and better boats. Sloam 
& Cowles have chartered a fine large passen= 
ger propeller, the OCLAMENA, to run with the 
PILGRIM ,which had more than she could do last 
year. In addition to these they have the 
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Se W. Stanton sketch, Seaboard 


steam yacht SAM SLOAN and several barges fine- 
ly fitted up for excursion parties. A fine 
new boat for this firm is now being built. 
She is to be called EL DORADO. The Crystal 
Beach Steamboat Company did an immense busi- 
ness last year, and will have another boat, 
the GAZELLE, this season, to run with the 
PEARL, This resort first started in 1890 and 
the old steamer DOVE ran there. The followin 
year the PEARL, a much better boat, that had 
run excursions out of Detroit for a long time, 
succeeded her. This year the commodious pro- 
peller GAZELLE, that formerly plied between 
Toledo and Put-in-Bay, will be added, and it 
is expected that the two boats will take care 
of the increasing numbers of pleasure seekers 
patronizing Crystal Beach. 

The MASCOTTE and NIAGARA will run to Fort 
Erie as usual, the MASCOTTE making occasional 
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ips to a new resort at Point Albino. 

The new steamer COLUMBIA is a daisy and 
)mistake and Messrs. Murphy, Conlin and 
irns have every reason to be proud of their 
w boat. It's one of the finest excursion 
ats ever launched in Buffalo,and will carry 
200 passengers. She will make regular trips 
wn the river and is expected to become a 
vorite. 

George Porter did a good thing for Buf- 
lo last season when he started the famous 
eamer SHREWSBURY on her daily trips down 
ile river to the Falls. It is one of the most 
lightful trips anywhere in the vicinity. 
ir people do not half appreciate it,but this 
ason they willhave abetter opportunity than 
rer, for Mr. Porter has bought the steamer 
-LLIAM HARRISON, which has run in the excur- 
on trade at Boston for some time. The HAR- 
‘SON will run in connection with the SHREWS- 


RY. One boat will start from each end of 
igh Seas 
Frank O. Braynardy, Editor 


|: 213 Glen Avenue, Sea Cliff, New York 


| New ships continue to provide news for 
x column, we are glad to say. The summer's 
gh point, of course, was the arrival of the 
ialian Line's fine new LEONARDO DA VINCI on 
ily 9. Her appearance brings to mind an ear- 
er and lesser known but nevertheless dis- 
mctive vessel of the same name. Built at 
ile Ansaldo yards at La Spezia in 1925, the 
515 gross ton passenger ship served Trans- 
‘lantica Italiana and later Lloyd Triestino 
itil the advent of World War II,when she be- 
me the British trooper EMPIRE CLYDE under 
\e management of the City Line. She ended 
xr days as the Admiralty's MAINE. 

Also "new" this year was VICTORIA a DUN- 
IITAR CASTLE. Built in 1936 by Harland & 
1ff£ for Union-Castle, she was purchased by 
e Incres Line and completely rebuilt and re- 
gined for them in Holland. This spring she 
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Samuel Ward Stanton's 
sketch of Buffalo ex- 
cursion steamers at 
Buffalo in 1890. Left 
to right: (Upper) VI- 
SION, HUNTRESS,a har- 
bor tug;(Lower) DOVE, 


PERIWINKLE, VISION, 
MASCOTTE ,and NIAGARA. 
--- Seaboard 


the route at the same 
time. 

The White Line 
Excursion Company, of 
which George Moon and 
William Zeigele are 
the moving spirits, 
have put a fine line 
of boats on for the season. Last week the 
company launched the fine new propeller RIV- 
ERSIDE. Beside the new boat the company will 
also have the yachts IDEAL, GLANCE,and SPORT, 
beside the barges MOONLIGHT and STARLIGHT, 
which will cater to the excursion traffic down 
the river. 

Parke & Maischoss, the real estate men, 
it is said, are reviving the scheme to make a 
summer resort of the South Shore. They claim 
they are to build a boat to run to Dibble's 
Bay near Angola. 
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SHREWSBURY --- S. W. Stanton sketch, Seaboard 


joined NASSAU in cruising to Nassau and other 
West Indies ports. The clean, sweeping lines 
of VICTORIA's new profile are appealing, in 
contrast to the cluttered, broken outline of 
the original design. 

131,000 gross tons of Italian flag pas- 
senger ships were reportedly laid down on one 
day, September 8. Keels for the two 38,500 
ton sisters for the Italian Line were laid, 
one each at Trieste and Genoa,while a similar 
event occurred at Monfalcone for both 27,000 
tonners for Lloyd Triestino. The latter ships 


VICTORIA 


--- C. H. Luffbarry photo 
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are to have their single stacks well aft and 
each will carry 150 first class and 1,600 
tourist class passengers. 

An old friend has reappeared with a new 
outline in another reconstruction of note. 
None other than the former BERLIN, built for 
North German Lloyd in 1925 by Bremer Vulkan, 
she was sunk off Swinemunde in 1945. Raised 
after the war by the Russians, she now serves 
under the Soviet banner as ADMIRAL NAKHIMOV. 
Aside from some additional lifeboats,the only 
noticeable outline change lies in her very 
short funnels. 

American President Lines has _ purchased 
LEILANI a GENERAL W.P. RICHARDSON b LAGUARDIA 
from the Maritime Administration. They plan 
to rename her the bipartisan PRESIDENT ROOSE- 
VELT in honorof both Theodore and Franklin D. 
Her passenger accommodation is to be upgraded 
and she will join PRESIDENT CLEVELAND, PRESI- 
DENT WILSON, and PRESIDENT HOOVER a PANAMA 
b JAMES PARKER c PANAMA in Trans-Pacific lux- 
ury service. Her maiden voyage under APL own- 
ership is expected in August 1961. 

The first new cargo ships in the American 
flag replacement program have made their ap- 
pearance. First out this spring was JAMES 
LYKES, one of 53 new ships for  Lykes Bros. 
The lead ship in Moore-McCormack's 43-ship 
program, MORMACPRIDE, made her first trip in 
July, while American Export's EXPORT AMBASSA- 
DOR was delivered in September. She is the 
first of a projected new fleet of 28 cargo 
vessels. Noteworthy in the latter is the new 
Export system of nomenclature. 

The 36-year old VENEZUELA a DE _ GRASSE 
b EMPRESS OF AUSTRALIA has undergonea rebuild 
which has had most advantageous results. A 
new clipper bow with a bulbous forefoot has 
increased the Sicula Oceanica liner's speed 
from an original 16 to over 18 knots. 

The new Shaw Savill liner ordered from 


LEONARDO DA VINCI, new Italian Line flagship which arrived at New York on July 9th. 
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Vickers-Armstrong will have an outline muck 
like her slightly smaller sister, SOUTHE 
CROSS. To be named NORTHERN STAR, she will 
carry 1400 passengers at a speed of 21 knots; 
Her gross tonnage will be about 22,000, ana 
she will have atall kingpost-style stack aft; 
In August,regular coastwise freight ser~ 
vice was revived for the first time since pre+ 
war days by FLORIDIAN and NEW YORKER, diese: 
propelled container ships built for Container~ 
ships, Inc., a subsidiary of the Erie & St: 
Lawrence Corp., by Maryland Dry Dock. Thes 
360-foot sisters provide twice-weekly servicé« 


between New York and Jacksonville. 
petal eben inhi badest a deteeitetedh atest 


Atlantic Seaboard 


New York and Philadelphia Areas 


Harry Cotterell, Jr., Editox 
36 Alexander Street, Newark 6, N. J. 


This year Albany had a steamboat in towr 
on four out of five successive days. To the 
many Albanians who hold fond memories of thé 
better days of Hudson River steamboating, it 
mattered little that the vessel was always the 
same one, PETER STUYVESANT. On Thursday, Sep- 
tember 1, she arrived in with an excursion 
from Newburgh and Poughkeepsie,and on Septem: 
ber 3 left New York for Albany in fine weathex 
on the third of the Hudson River Day Line's 
annual Labor Day cruises. Although the crowd 
was not as large as last year, when the Hud; 
son-Champlain Celebration was an added attrac-+ 
tion, it was considerably better than on the 
initial 1958 cruise. 

Yonkers was the only scheduled landing! 
but the steamer touched at Bear Mountain t 
put ashore a_ husband who had _ tarried aia 
too long at Yonkers bidding his wife farewell. 
The usual crowd assembled on the Albany wharf 
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greet the vessel, and this year was bol- 
sared by an orchestra to spark further the 
casion. 

Saturday evening PETER STUYVESANT made a 
mnlight sail from Albany, on Sunday after- 
yn a daylight excursion down the river, and 
Labor Day morning sailed away o the return 
New York. _ 

One Sunday morning, September 11, the 
lewheeler ALEXANDER HAMILTON landed head up 
the Newcombe oil dock at Kingston Point, 
salve years to the day since she hac last 
nuded head up at Kingston Point. That was on 
Saturday in 1948, when she was making her 
1al northbound trip of the season to Albany 
d when she called, of course, at the old 
ison River Day Line wharf south of the New- 
nbe dock. The following day she came back 
m and on September 13, 1948, ROBERT FULTON 
9arted from Kingston Point on her way down 
9m Albany on what,as it transpired, was the 
9sing tripof regular steamboat service from 
pany. Since then, the only passenger steam- 
at to berth at Kingston Point has been PETER 
UYVESANT, for highly successful charter ex- 
rsions to New York sponsored by the Town of 
opus in 1959 and again this year. 

The arrival of a sidewheeler at Kingston 
int for the first time since 1948 was also 
cause of a charter. The Kingston Knights 
‘Columbus has engaged ALEXANDER HAMILTON 
¢c an excursion to Bear Mountain. All things 
(sidered, it should have been a most happy 
sant. That it was not was due to the weath- 
; Rain set in well before departure time 
1 kept the passenger list small. 

New York harbor was the scene of a series 
three collisions in two days late in Au- 
as At 6:30 AM on the 29th, the inbound 
anish freighter MONTE URQUIOLA and the Brook- 
1-Staten Island ferry ST. GEORGE brushed 
ch other near the St. George slip. Less 
an three hours later,at the end of the com- 
ter rush, the inbound SEATRAIN'- GEORGIA 
ashed into the side of the Lackawanna Rail- 
ad's ferry CHATHAM a YOUNGSTOWN, which was 
»ssing from Hoboken toward the Barclay St. 
ips. 13 of the 700 passengers aboard CHAT- 
A were injured and considerable joiner work 
the main and upper decks of the double- 
Jer was wrecked. CHATHAM was pushed over 
ainst the end of Pier 21, where the passen- 
*-s were put ashore, and was later towed to 
> DL&W-LV repair yard at West Brighton,S.I. 
ortly before 8 o'clock the following morn- 
z the tanker CRAIG REINAUER and the Red Star 
2 DEVON collided in Hell Gate Channel. The 
cthbound REINAUER continued on to her berth 
the East River, but DEVON, which had been 
and from Glen Cove to the Battery,had to be 
iched at Wards Island. Foggy weather prev- 
2nt during the two mornings was blamed in 
| cases, but at the Coast Guard hearings on 
> SEATRAIN GEORGIA-CHATHAM tangle there was 
ne disagreement as to the amount of fog pres- 
+ and the whistle signals given and heard. 
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New England and Eastern Canada 


Doris V. Green, Editor 
126 Broad Street, Groton, Connecticut 


The decade's end December 31 will mark, 
also,the end of 128 years' continuous’ steam- 
boat service between New Bedford and the is- 
lands of Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket. 
When, on October 18, Governor Furcolo signed 
the bill eliminating New Bedford from the Is- 
land Line, the inhabitants of Duke's and Nan- 
tucket Counties won their ten-year fight to 
shake off their traditional mainland partner 
and convert what had always been a steamboat 
line into a ferry service to Woods Hole. The 
action came after an unhappy season in which 
service was suspended by a strike from mid- 
April to July 1, and further interrupted by 
two July groundings of the flagship NANTUCKET 
--one at Woods Hole and one at Nantucket. 

The first brief steam operation to Nan- 
tucket was actually begun over 142 years ago 
by the Connecticut-built EAGLE. It is note- 
worthy that the last trip out of New Bedford 
will also be made by a steamboat, either NAN- 
TUCKET of 1957 or NOBSKA a NOBSKA b NANTUCKET 
of 1925--all other New England islands being 
now served by gas or diesel boats. The last 
sailing will also terminate passenger steam 
transportation on Buzzards Bay, no New Bed- 
ford-New York boats having run since the war, 
the cuttyhunk Line having been a motorboat 
operation since before 1930, and few nearby 
coasting runs having been made since 1910. 

Captain M. B. Blake, a veteran of New 
England coastwise steamship service, died at 
Norfolk, Virginia, September 28, at the age 
of 68. Leo Malley, who sent the report from 
Alaska, recalls him as commanding the laker 
VOLUSIA and other Merchants & Miners freight- 
ers out of Providence in the 1930's. 

On October 25, Boston's last domestic 
steamship service ended with the sailing of 
the Luckenbach Steamship Company's inter - 
coastal cargo ship LENA LUCKENBACH a SEA CAT. 

Maine's four new diesel ferries were all 
running this summer in the Penobscot area: 
the Lincolnville-Islesboro double-ender GOV- 
ERNOR MUSKIE and the cabin-aft sister single- 
enders EVERETT LIBBY (Rockland-Vinalhaven) , 
NORTH HAVEN (Rockland-North Haven), and WIL- 
LIAM SILSBY (McKinley-Swans Island). 


Chesapeake Bay and South 


John L. Lochhead, Editor 
The Mariners Museum, Newport News, Va. 


The Southern Railway Company's tug LOUIS- 
VILLE a THOMAS A. BAIN,built in 1883 of iron, 
was retired in July along with her skipper, 
Captain R.R. Hudgins. She was the last rail- 
road tug operating in Norfolk harbor. 

The salvaged Liberian tanker AFRICAN 
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EVANGELINE leaving Washington, D. C. 
--- John L. Lochhead photo 


QUEEN, whose fortunes have been followed in 
this column, left Norfolk August 3 in tow of 
the Canadian tug MELANIE FAIR bound fora Bel- 
gian scrap yard. 

Late in August the 63-foot motor excur- 
sion boat GENERAL advertised moonlights up 
the James River from Old Point Comfort,a trip 
through the Dismai Swamp Canal, and ''mystery 
cruises" from Norfolk. Built in 1952, at_New 
Orleans, she had previously operated out of 
Washington, D. C. This vessel looks like a 
bungalow with glass enclosed porches on a 
landing craft hull. Truly a noble appearing 
vessel! 

PORT WELCOME began service between Bal- 
timore and Philadelphia on June 25. The sched- 
ule called for her to leave Baltimore at 9:30 
A.M. for Philadelphia every Saturday and Mon- 
day,arriving at 6:30 P.M. On her return trip 
she left Philadelphia every Sunday and Tues- 
day ,with departure and arrival times the same 
as on the upbound trip. Passengers were giv- 
en the option of making the return trip, ei- 
ther northbound or southbound,by bus the same 
day or the next day by boat. Later in the 
season, one-day excursions were offered from 
Baltimore to Cambridge every Wednesday and 
Baltimore to Chestertown every Thursday. Op- 
erated by the Wilson-Tolchester Line, she has 
a capacity of 598 passengers. 

The Wilson Line again placed BAY BELLE 
on the run to Tolchester and Betterton from 
Baltimore this summer. 

EVANGELINE resumed her cruising in June 
from Washington to Bermuda, Nassau, the West 
Indies and Nova Scotia. Her silhouette has 
recently been altered by the addition of a 
deckhouse containing a lounge well aft on her 
uppermost deck. This structure appears prom- 
inently in the accompanying photograph. 

It is with the deepest regret that we 
announce the passing of Rear Admiral E. W. 
Sylvester, USN (Ret). Admiral Sylvester, who 
died August 4, 1960, had been for the past 
five years director of the Mariners Museum, 
Newport News, Virginia. On November 3, Edmund 
F. Heard, president of the museum, announced 
that Admiral Sylvester's successor as director 
would be Rear Admiral George Dufek,USN (Ret). 
Admiral Dufek is a leading authority on polar 
exploration. 
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Florida and the Guif Coast 


Frank P. Manwell, Editor 
2706 Adele Road, Jacksonville 11, Fla. 


On May 24 the 22-man crew of the Mexican 
tug PEMEX XVIII a HULVER b KEVIN MORAN c OBIS- 
PO d SAN JUAN escaped watersoaked but unhurt 
when the 141-foot vessel rolled over on her 
side as the drydock she occupied at the Gibbs 
Corporation yard at Jacksonville was being | 
sunk to refloat the boat. Cause of the inci- 
dent, according to an eyewitness, was a large 
concrete weight placed upon the upper deck. 
Stability was affected when the tug listed 
sharply and the concrete block slid to one 
side. PEMEX XVIII is owned by Petroleos Mex- 
icanos,the Mexican nationalized oil monopoly, 
having been acquired by them from J. S. Gissel 
& Co. of Houston in 1950. She is one of the 
few surviving members of a fleet of forty- 
eight sisters built after World War I for the 
Shipping Board (See SB for June 1949). Pemex 
also owns one other vessel of this class, PE- 
MEX XIV a TOOPI b GYPSUM QUEEN c NASSAU d LT- 
350 ,which was acquired from the U. S. Govern- | 
ment shortly after the war. 

Before dawn on October 22 the Italian 
freighter LORENZO MARCELLO collided with the 
Alcoa passenger and freight ship ALCOA CORSAIR 
in the lower Mississippi River near Buras,La. 
The inbound Italian ship cut a 135-foot gash 
in the starboard side of the ALCOA CORSAIR, 
outward bound on what was to have been the 
last of her passenger carrying cruises, just 
forward of the bridge. 


West Coast 


Robert W. Parkinson, Editor 


3051 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 5, Calif. 


Ex-sternwheeler PYRAMID a SUNOL ablaze at Val- 
lejo, California, on January 9, 1960. 
--Photo by Vallejo Times-Herald, 
courtesy of Robert W. Parkinson. | 
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On January 9 fire destroyed the hulk of 
the former sternwheel steamer PYRAMID a SUNOL, 
built in San Francisco in 1891, which, in her 
last operating years, hauled salt from the 
southern part of San Francisco Bay. After her 
retirement she lay for over twenty-five years 
near the north gate of the Mare Island Naval 
Shipyard. . Finally, her removal was ordered 
in the interest of public health and safety, 
and firefighters from Vallejo and nearby com- 
munities finished her by setting the blaze as 
a training exercise. 

The label from a can of peas froma G.I. 
mess hall in North Africa resulted in an ar- 
ticle in the August 1943 SB by the late Rev. 
Canon F.C.St. Clair on the Great Lakes steam- 
er VIRGINIA b BLUE RIDGE (U.S.N.) c AVALON. 
Of her subsequent career we can add a few 
notes. Some time after Pearl Harbor, the Ca- 
talina steamers CATALINA and CABRILLO went to 
San Francisco Bay to become harbor transports. 
AVALON remained at the island port whose name 
she bore and was used as a maritime academy. 
After the war AVALON and CATALINA returned to 
the island run, but AVALON was laid up in 
1951. In January 1960 she was sold, and lat- 
er twice resold. On the night of July 18 fire 
broke out upon the ship and destroyed her, 
although she did not sink or capsize. By the 
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time of this reading the last of AVALON's 
steel hull may have been cut up and shipped 
to the steel mills. 

Following the recent sale of property at 
the former Richmond terminal of the Richmond- 
San Rafael Ferry by the state,EUREKA has been 
moved to the Oakland Estuary where she joins 
the other vessels being reconditioned for the 
Museum fleet. 

Southern Pacific's Oakland Pier, better 
known to travellers o the Overland Route and 
to thousands of pre-bridge commuters as "The 
Mole", has been abandoned after having served 
the SP since 1881. A passenger terminal un- 
til the cessation of ferry service to San 
Francisco on July 31, 1958, it had been used 
for the handling of mail and express only 
since that date. On May 14, at 11:49 P. M., 
the last scheduled mail train to Portland de- 
parted. Various offices of the railroad oc- 
cupying part of the structure are scheduled 
for early removal to other locations. 

On June 27 a San Francisco Bar pilot was 
landed on the after deck of the inbound Amer- 
ican President Lines' PRESIDENT CLEVELAND by 
helicopter, an experiment which was heralded 
as the forerunner of a service that, at least 
in clement weather ,may lead to the end of one 
of the sea's more colorful traditions. 


Great Lakes System 


Duluth to Niagara 


Rev. Edward J. Dowling, S. J., Editor 
University of Detroit, McNichols Road 
at Livernois, Detroit 21, Michigan 


Several new and large bulk freighters 
have entered service this summer. MURRAY BAY, 
Canada Steamship Lines' new flagship, has 
been sailing most of the season. Subsequent- 
ly, two others flying the Canadian flag have 
come out, namely NEW QUEDOC, Paterson fleet, 
and JOHN A. FRANCE, owned by Scott Misener 
Steamstips, Ltd. Inland Steel's new stream- 
lined beauty, EDWARD L. RYERSON, went into 
service in July. 

The Lake Erie passenger steamer PELEE of 
1914 has finally been retired and replaced by 
the less pleasing appearing PELEE ISLANDER, 
commissioned in June for the Dominion Depart- 
ment of Transport. The new vessel is diesel 
driven and operates on the run from Sandusky 
to Kingsville and Leamington. 

Otherwise, passenger service this year 
was about the same as last: AQUARAMA a MARINE 
STAR, Detroit-Cleveland; COLUMBIA and STE. 
CLAIRE, Detroit to Bob-Lo Island; ASSINIBOIA 
and KEEWATIN, Georgian Bay-Lake Superior; 
NORTH AMERICAN and SOUTH AMERICAN, cruises on 
the Lakes and Seaway; MILWAUKEE CLIPPER a JU- 
NIATA, across Lake Michigan; NORISLE, NORGOMA 
and NORMAC a JAMES R. ELLIOTT, Georgian Bay. 

Old timers continue to go to the scrap 


PELEE of 1914 (above) and her successor PELEE 
ISLANDER of 1960 (below). 
--- Rev. E. J. Dowling collection. 
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heap. Here is a partial list of bulk freight- 
ers disposed of this season: CUYLER ADAMS 

a SAHARA, 1904; E. G. MATHIOTT a A. G. BROWER 
b SARGENT c C. B. NIENABER d S. “B, WAY e HOW- 
ARD P. EELLS, JR. £ D. E. CALLENDER, “1902; 
FONTANA a R. W. ENGLAND b FRANK SEITHER, 1904; 
HARRY R. JONES a D. G. KERR, 1903; HARVARD, 
1900; SIMON J. MURPHY, 1900; SUPERIOR a PARKS 
FOSTER, 1889; WILLIAM F. STIFEL a NORMANIA, 
1908; CALUMET, 1907; HEMLOCK, 1907, and JAMES 
P. WALSH, 1905. 

The former Straits of Mackinac diesel 
automobile ferry VACATIONLAND was purchased 
early in May by the Detroit Atlantic Naviga- 
tion Corp. to carry truck trailers between 
Detroit and Cleveland. She has been renamed 
JACK DALTON, sporting a new light gray color 
scheme, and has been in continuous service 
between her two terminal cities. 


Niagara to the Sea 


Editor 
New York 


Daniel C. McCormick, 
1 Isabel Street, Massena, 


The St.Lawrence Seaway Development Corp. 
has sold the ferries JOHN J. WALSH and WEE- 
HAWK to James Zigman, of Ogdensburg, for a 
reported price of $3,150 each. Both are to 
be scrapped. Former Yonkers-Alpine ferries, 
they were used during 1958 between Raquette 
Point and Cornwall pending completion of the 
new high level bridge. 

On Saturday, September 10, the Liberian 
bulk carrier CARIBBEAN WAVE a RAINIER b ARDE- 
SHIR c LANGEAIS, a former T2, grounded on a 
reef off Champlain, Que. ,while downward bound 
loaded with grain. Salvage work was under- 
taken immediately. 

MURRAY BAY, CSL's new laker, underwent a 
similar experience when she ran upon a mud 
bank between Waddington and Morrisburg on the 
night of the 16th. She was bound up from Sev- 
en Islands with a cargo of iron ore. A dense 
fog was the cause of the incident. 

Chicago, Duluth & Georgian Bay Line's 
passenger steamer NORTH AMERICAN ran aground 
at Ogdensburg on June 24. Due to her extended 
stay on the sand bar in the harbor, her pas- 
sengers were taken off on the 28th and con- 
tinued their trip by bus and train. Sal- 
vage operations by tugs of Pyke Salvage, 
St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corp., and 
Upper Lakes Shipping, Ltd. were of no a- 
vail. The solution lay in the digging of 
a trench by a suction dredge belonging to 
A. E. Simpson of Brockville. NORTH AMERI- 
CAN was slid into the trench and floated 
off on the 30th, without apparent damage. 

The durable(sixty-four youthful years 
this season) BAYANNA a ARAGON presented a 
new face to the world this year as she 
passed up and down river showing off her 
newly acquired wheelhouse. 
year, it had graced CSL's COLLIER a COL- 


Until this ‘ig S. Army Engineers snagboat ARKANSAS ih 
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LIER NO. 1, which has since been scrapped at 
the Hamilton, Ont. plant of the Steel Company 
of Canada, Ltd. 

The disintegration of BEAUHARNOIS a RI- 
CHELIEU continues at the picnic grounds near 
Valleyfield, Que. Last reported and pictured 
in the Fall 1959 SB,her entire superstructure 
has now collapsed with her wheelhouse alone 
remaining intact. 


Inland Rivers 


ARKANSAS II, a river steamboat launched 
in the same year with Steamboat Bill, marked 
her 20th anniversary by exploring a disused 
steamboat route. A sternwheel snagboat of the 
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, she began late 
in August a "reconnaissance trip" up Arkan- 
sas' White River, on which most shipping and 
all navigation improvements ceased several 
years ago. She will take soundings, plot ob- 
structions, and determine improvements needed 
in the event of a predicted traffic revival. 

Her larger fleet-mate, the inspection 
boat MISSISSIPPI, was part of an interesting 
group at the Vicksburg levee in the late 
spring, when she tied up there with DELTA 
QUEEN and the superannuated SPRAGUE, bringing 
together the largest government, passenger, 
and towing sternwheelers of recent decades on 
the Mississippi. MISSISSIPPI was on her last 
annual inspection trip, since her 3600-hp. 
diesel replacement and namesake was scheduled 
to be launched by Ingalls September 17. 

Three twin-screw steam towboats of the 
Defense Plant Corporation class built during 
the war, GUADALCANAL, CASABLANCA, and TENARU 
RIVER, have been sold by the American Commer- 
cial Barge Line Company to the American Mar- 
ine Corporation and towed from Jeffersonville 
to New Orleans. Their future use is unknown. 

As the business of active steamboating 
fades from the rivers,that of steamboat pres- 
ervation grows in popularity. The object in 
view may be historical, recreational, or com- 
mercial;but in any case a warm and increasing 
public interest seems to attach to these re- 
tired specimens of a dying race. Most re- 
cently it has been reported that the Armco 
Steel Company has given its sternwheel tow- 


--- The Waterways Journal 
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boat WEBER W. SEBALD a JOHN W. WEEKS to the 
City of Ashland, Kentucky, as floating head- 
quarters for its Boat Club, and that a simi- 
Bar disposition of its GEO. M. VERITY a S. S. 
THORPE to Cincinnati is under consideration. 
The latter's "St. Lawrence whistle" is to go 
to the River Museum at Marietta, Ohio 

Contrary to a previous report that HOME- 
STEAD a A. 0. ACKARD would be presented by 
the United States Steel Corporation to the 
State of Lllinois, the Rock Island Argus in- 
dicated June 17 that that state was "acceding 
to requests of Pittsburgh interests that the 
boat remain there"--i. e., at Pittsburgh. 

This would seem to leave the Fort Massac 
State Park at Metropolis still in search of a 
steamboat for preservation. A mid- 
August announcement, however, makes 
it appear that Illinois' Governor 
Stratton is seeking a~- "discarded 
sternwheel river boat" for mainten- 
ance as a museum in Fort Defiance 
State Park at nearby Cairo. There is 
some question whether it might not be 
redundant at the latter site, the 
chief feature of which is a three- 
story, steamboat-shaped Boatmen's 
Memorial Building for which the Gov- 
ernor broke ground July 3. 

A "museum-piece'"' steamboat is 
also being sought for the St. Louis 


area, possibly near Chain of Rocks. Finnish steamer BORE. 


Another will be obtained, if possi- 

ble,for river-front preservation by the Bur- 
lington (Iowa) Historical Steamboat Society, 
formed at a meeting held July 12. 

The Missouri metropolis on July 5 lost 
one of its leading river and steamboat enthu- 
siasts, Commodore Edwin C. Koenig. In the 
years before the first world war, Commodore 
Koenig operated the 112' de luxe sidewheeler 
KABEKONA on "carriage trade'' excursions, and 
in the early '30's he briefly placed in com- 
mercial excursion service the 188' sidewheel 
steamboat CITY OF ST. LOUIS a ERASTUS WELLS, 
a converted city harbor boat. 

Another death deeply felt by the river 
community was that of Captain Eugene N. Hamp- 
ton July 31. A riverman for 56 years and a 
licensed pilot for 51, he was the last master 
of the giant SPRAGUE, which he joined in 1926 
and commanded for the six years prior to her 
retirement in 1948. For the last 11 years of 
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his career, he was pilot on DELTA QUEEN. 
RIVER QUEEN a CAPE GIRARDEAU b GORDON C. 
GREENE, famous cruising packet retired by the 
Greene Line in 1952 and lately moored at Bra- 
denton, Florida, as a tourist attraction, was 
towed from that port June 14 to a Tampa dry- 
dock, and thence to the American Marine Cor- 
poration at New Orleans. There Leonard Huber 
reports she was being reconditioned early in 
August, preparatory’ to being moored at the 
Esplanade Street landing, with a theater on 
the main deck and a museum on the texas deck 
forward. Her sternwheel will turn by electri- 
city and she will have new''feathered" stacks. 
New Orleans' last "home-town" passenger 
steamboat, PRESIDENT a CINCINNATI (which, in 
Steamboat Bill's memory, was also well known 
on the Upper Mississippi and Ohio), had an 
unusual role July 12 as a sort of godmother 
to the new Delta Liner DEL RIO, when she car- 
ried invited guests to and from the latter's 
launching at the Avondale Shipyard. 
"Steamboating to Fort Benton'' was the 
theme of a pageant at that Montana city July 
2-4,marking the centenary of the first 'moun- 
tain boats'" arrival there from St. Louis. 


Overseas 
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--- Norwegian Shipping News 


More particulars and a picture are now 
available on the new Finnish steamer BORE, 
which has entered Abo-Mariehamn- Stockholm 
service for Angfartygs AB Bore of Abo. Her 
4000-hp. oil-fired engines give her a speed 
of 16 knots, and she carries 63 first-class, 
272 tourist, and 693 deck passengers. 

HARALD JARL, called the first coastal 
express liner built in Norway for almost 30 
years, was delivered to her owners, Det Nor- 
denfjeldske Dampskibsselskab of Trondheim, on 
June 20. This 285' motorship, with her com- 
bined funnel-mast abaft the beam, will carry 
600 passengers on the Bergen-Kirkenes run. 

The Soviet Government has taken delivery 
from East Germany's Mathias Thesen yard of an- 
other 400' diesel passenger liner, ESTONIYA; 
and a sistership, ARMENIYA, was launched by 
the same builders on June. 

Eight passenter-auto motor ferries com- 
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missioned across Europe this spring and sum- 
mer range from small ocean liners to an open- 
deck "floating bridge." In descending order 
of overall length, with indication of owners 
and routes, these are: REGGIO, 406', Italian 
State Railways, Straits of Messina; EGNATIA, 
377', Hellenic Mediterranean Lines, Brindisi 
(Italy) -Corfu,Igoumenitsa,and Patras (Greec); 
PRINS BERTIL, 292', Lion Ferry A/B, Halmstad 
(Sweden) -Aarhus (Denmark) ;EUROPAFERGEN, 282', 
Interessentskopat Europafergen, Varberg (Swe- 
den) -Grenaa (Denmark) ; HALSINGBORG, 295' ,Dan- 
ish State Railways, route unknown; ORESUND, 
236', Svenska Rederi A/B Oresund, route un- 
known; PRIMULA, 157', Linjebuss International 
AB, Helsingborg (Sweden) -Helsingér (Denmark) ; 
KYLEAKIN, 82', Caledonian Steam Packet Co., 
Kyle of Lochalsh-Kyleakin (Scotland). REGGIO, 
carrying 1800 passengers, is the largest Mes- 
sina ferry to date. EGNATIA, later to be 
joined by an Italian running-mate,inaugurated 
a new tourist route across the Otranto Strait 
August 1. KYLEAKIN, which joins PORTREE, 
BROADFORD ,and LOCHALSH on the run to the Isle 
of Skye, carries 40 passengers in her after 
house and up to 12 tons of cars on a 44'x16' 
turntable mounted amidships. 

Newest of Southampton's Red Funnel Fleet 
is the 136' diesel combined tug-tender GAT- 
COMBE. Replacing the steam tender PALADIN of 
1913, she will carry either 400 passengers or 
200 and 6 cars. Across the South Atlantic, 
the British Guiana Railways have taken deliv- 
ery of the passenger-cargo diesel MAKOURIA, 
first of a pair being built for them by Fer- 
guson of Port Glasgow. About 150' long with 
funnel aft, she has a high, open freight deck 
with a full-length passenger cabin above. 

The three Tilbury-Gravesend steam fer- 
ries ROSE of 1901,CATHERINE of 1903,and EDITH 
of 1912 are making their last runs this fall. 
Three new 110' stackless diesels will take 
over their work by the year's end--and appar- 
ently their names, since the steamers are now 
listed as ROSE II,CATHERINE II, and EDITH II. 

The veteran Harwich-Hook of Holland lin- 
er VIENNA of 1929, latterly a British Army 
"leave ship," has been retired and offered 
for sale. One of two surviving troopers on 
the Hook run is EMPIRE PARKESTON a PRINCE 


British Transport Commission steamer CATHE- 
RINE at Tilbury landing stage. ---- WDT photo 
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VIENNA ---- A. Duncan photo, Syren & Shipping 


HENRY b NORTH STAR of 1930, remembered in 
Canada as a 3-stacked CNR liner and later as 
a Clarke cruise ship on the St. Lawrence. 

Two former British Railways steamers 
whose sales we have lately reported have been 
renamed by their new owners. The paddler 
FRESHWATER II a FRESHWATER is now c SUSSEX 
QUEEN, Brighton & South Coast Steamers. The 
Channel Islands packet ISLE OF JERSEY is b 
LIBDA, Mohammed Senussi Giaber of, Tripoli. 

The Norwegian passenger-cargo coaster 
BJMRGVIN a NORGE of 1909 is expected to be a 
total loss after stranding and sinking off 
Ténsberg, without loss of life. This was her 
third major casualty in a half-century. She 
sank outside Haugesund in 1928 with a loss of 
11 lives and came near sinking in 1941 after 
a collision with P.G. HALVORSEN which put her 
out of action until 1947. A 200' steamer, 
she is owned by Arendals Dampskibsselskab. 

David MacBrayne's 145' LOCHINVAR--third 
motor vessel of the company when she came out 
in 1908--has been retired after more than a 
half-century on the Oban-Tobermory run. Her 
owners, principal vessel operators in the 
West Highland area of Scotland, have lately 
announced plans’ to place car-carrying ships 
on short runs linking the mainland and the 
islands of Skye, Harris, and North Uist, with 
road crossings of the islands, thus seemingly 
forecasting the end of their famous "Outer 
Isles" service and of previously disclosed 
plans to build a new ship for it. Also in 
the spirit of the highway age, the Isle of 
Man Steam Packet Company is building its 
first passenger-auto ship, a 325' steamer to 
enter Liverpool-Douglas service in 1962. 

The motorship DUNAI recently opened a 
Soviet passenger line on the Danube between 
Ismail and Vienna, linking seven countries. 

There are two or three sailings of big 
sternwheel steamboats each week from Barran- 
quilla and Puerto Berrio, termini of the 500- 
mile navigable "main line'' of Colombia's Mag- 
dalena River, according to an interesting 
article by Richard Hudson in the July 10 New 
York Times. A trip on the four-deck MEDELLIN 
is described, with an excellent picture. 


Our masthead cut is a Samuel Ward Stanton 
sketch of the sidewheel towboat BELLE, from 
Seaboard. Courtesy of N. Y. Public Library. 
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On October 7,the Rhine at Emmerich, Ger- 
i,’ was the scene of Europe's greatest in- 
‘and shipping catastrophy since World War II, 
when the new Danish ferry TINA SCARLETT, in 
jow of the tugs MARTIN and NIEDERRHEIN, broke 
way and collided with the Belgian tanker 
NIAMANT, the gasoline cargo of which immedi- 
.tely burst into flames. The resulting fire 
paused two deaths and injured twenty-five, 
ind before the chain reaction-like events 
re over thirteen vessels from five differ- 
pnt countries were involved. TINA SCARLETT 
tnd DIAMANT were completely burned out and 
beached, the Dutch VAARWEL II was sunk, the 
erman BRIGITTEE was heavily damaged by fire, 
snd varying lesser amounts of damage were 
juffered by the Dutch HAEN, FORTUNA, LIBERTE, 
V"INKEVEEN, and VIRGO FIDELIS, and the Swiss 
»ABOTA and BELLINZONA. 


EUROPEAN PADDLE STEAMER SURVEY 


When this survey was commenced in 1958, 
re had compiled a list of 99 sidewheelers a- 
bloat in Europe at that time. After having 
concluded" the survey in the Winter 1959 Bill, 
re find that we are still going strong, with 
the list expanded to well over twice the num- 
yer included in the original list and the end 
hot yet in sight. 

The tenacity of the European sidewheeler, 
is contrasted to our own, and the feature ar- 
ticle of this issue, which is devoted to a 
former stronghold of sidewheel steamboats in 
jurope,cause us to show on our front and back 
overs four of the five sidewheelers that were 
n operation at Hamburg in 1959. The*ritth; 

.ESSING, was depicted in SB for, Winter 1959). 

| DELPHIN and her sister PHONIX were both 
nuilt in 1893 by Blohm & Voss at Hamburg for 
Wachsmuth & Krogmann, operators of the line 
bf steamboats connecting Hamburg with nearby 
Marburg. When the latter city was incorpor- 
ated into Greater Hamburg in 1937,the W. & K. 
franchise and fleet were acquired by Hafen- 
Damp fschiffahrt A.G. (not Hapag-Hadag as pre- 
viously reported in this survey). 
histers were both sold _ to be broken up in 
1959, DELPHIN in July followed by PHUNIX two 
ieaths later. 

HANSA, running mate of LESSING, is oper- 
ated in the summer months between Hamburg and 
3lankenese, six miles down the Elbe, by the 
jamburg-Blankenese-Este Linie m.b. H. She is 
pne of the last remaining vessels of a fleet 
of thirty built in 1905 for a short-lived and 
ill-starred service on the Thames. She was 
sold soon after to German owners, and, after 
a number of years of service as MEMEL on her 
namesake river, was acquired in 1924 by H-B-E 
and given her present name. 

Youngest of the Hamburg sidewheelers is 
HUGO BASEDOW, built at Uebigau in 1925 for 
Lauenburger Dampfschiffe Theodor Basedow K. G., 
who have run her since her building from Ham- 
burg to Lauenburg,an upper Elbe town near the 
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East German border. She operates from May to 
September, and the photograph shows her leav- 
ing Hamburg on the first trip of the season 
on May 1, 1959. 

Continuing our footnotes and additions 
to the European paddle steamer survey, Lake 
Lucerne's URI has reportedly been "reconstruc- 
ted,"" and UNTERWALDEN is to be 'modernized 
soon."' Whether these terms comprehend diesel- 
ization is not clear. Dr. Ernst Schmidt of 
Hamburg has writted that both ST. GALLEN and 
STADT MEERSBURG on the Lake of Constance are 
"out of service to be broken up." VALAIS, on 
the Lake of Geneva,writes J. Meister of Lyon, 
"will be put into reserve until 1964, to be 
discarded in 1966." Further, Mr. Meister 
states that on the Rhone "there seems also to 
exist an older sidewheel tug, LA PROVENCE," 
Finally, W. D. Thomas has reported seeing two 
additional sidewheelers not previously men- 
tioned in this survey, the East German one- 
stack tug NEMAN lying at Hamburg late last 
autumn and the German tug OSCAR HUBER operat- 
ing on the Rhine last February. Failure of 
NEMAN to appear in the list that follows may 
indicate that she has been withdrawn from ser- 
vice since she was seen at Hamburg. 

Extensive addenda from behind the Iron 
Curtain give us 24 more Elbe steam sidewheel- 
ers: the passenger boats HERMES and MAGDEBURG 
of VEB Weisse Flotte and the following two- 
stack sidewheel tugs belonging to VEB Binnen- 
reederei: AKEN, DESSAU, DNJESTR (*), DRESDEN, 
FALKE, JUNGE GARDE, LAUSITZ, LENA (*) , LUBECK , 
MAGDEBURG ,MEISSEN, RHEINLAND, ROSA LUXEMBURG , 
ROSSLAU, SACHSEN, SCHWARZBURG, THOMAS MUNZER, 
UHU, WALDECK, WESTFALEN, WISLA (*), WURTTEM- 
BERG. 

Outside the scope of this survey, but of 
great interest,is the fact that 10 sternwheel 
steam tugs also ply the eastern Elbe for VEB 
Binnenreederei: BURG, DWINA (*) ,HANSA, JENIS- 
SEI (*), KAMA (*), NIEGRIPP a KAISER WILHELM 
II, PETSCHORA (*), REIHER, VENUS, WOLGA (*). 

Those steamers marked with an asterisk 
received their present Russian names when tak- 
en over by the Russians from their former Ger- 
man owners in 1945. Subsequently they were 
handed over to East German VEB control, but 
have retained their Russian names. 


LAKE OF CONSTANCE 
(Continued from page 70) 


the first steamboat of that name, LEOPOLD of 
rg3i. She was 120 feet long, 18% feet beam, 
3% feet draft, and 126 tons displacement. In 
1860 she received anew two cylinder oscillat- 
ing engine of 120 IHP and in 1870 a return 
tube boiler of about 70 pounds pressure. Her 
speed was 11% miles per hour. She was broken 
up in 1905. Last of the three ships was the 
second HELVETIA, built especially for the run 
down the Rhine to Schaffhausen. She had a two 
cylinder side-lever engine and went out of 
service in 1874. 
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Because of this increase in shipbuilding 
activity, the government of Baden believed 
that it had to protect its own shipping com- 
pany by enacting laws that made trade to Ba- 
den ports by outside vessels more difficult. 
The Uberlinger See was closed completely to 
foreign ships, and at Constance the port fees 
were raised. Wurttemberg and Bavarian steam- 
ers could only embark passengers if there was 
no Baden ship in the port, and then only af- 
ter payment of an additional fee. If passen- 
gers remained in Constance overnight they 
could return the next day only via a Baden 
steamer. The result was that the Wurttemberg 
and Bavarian steamers that landed passengers 
in Constance reembarked them for the return 
trip at Bottighofen, near Kreuzlingen, on the 
Swiss shore. Freight coming up the Rhine was 
transshipped at Gottlieben and. reloaded at 
Bottighofen,thus bypassing Constance, and, at 
one time, a canal completely on Swiss soil 
from Gottlieben toKreuzlingen was considered. 
To help put an end to these conditions the 
Wurttemberg government in 1844 declared her 
ports free of fees for foreign shipping if her 
ships received the same consideration in the 
foreign ports. The Constance company, suffer- 
ing under the severe laws of its own state, 
petitioned the government to join the foreign 
administrations in a joint schedule. This was 
accomplished in 1846 and was continued for 
many years. 

The Lindau company ordered two steamers 
from Escher, Wyss & Cie. to be built at Gott- 
lieben. The first, MAXIMILIAN, was named for 
the Crown Prince of Bavaria, and was launched 
on March 27, 1845. She began regular service 
in May of the same year,and lasted until well 
into the twentieth century. MERKUR came out 
two years later, making her first trip on Ju- 
Tyo 1847 . She was 120 feet long, 14 feet 
beam, 27% feet over the wheelboxes, 3% feet 
draft, and had a low pressure oscillating en- 
gine of 35 NHP and a wood-fired boiler of 25 
pounds pressure. With her engine turning at 
37 revolutions, she made 9% miles per hour. 
In 1876 she received two new oscillating en- 
gines and a 55 pound working pressure fire 
tube boiler, which increased her speed to 10 
miles per hour at 31 revolutions. She was 
taken out of service in 1888 and used as a 
towboat before being broken up some years later. 

The Wurttemberg company also ordered a 
steamer from Escher, Wyss at about the same 
time. Launched in May 1847 at Constance as 
KONIGIN VON WURTTEMBERG, she was placed in 
service on June 1, taking the place of WIL- 
HEIM, which ,was retained as a spare boat. 
KONIGIN VON WURTTEMBERG remained in service 
until 1882. 

Thus ended the first stage of develop- 
ment of Lake of Constance steam navigation. 
With the opening of the first railroad to the 
lake shore in 1847 came a new phase in which 
many changes were to take place. 

(To be continued) 
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Reviews Send books for review, reading 

notes and contributed reviews 
to: C. Bradford Mitchell, 7019 Shore Road, 
Brooklyn 9, New York. 


The Motor Ship Reference Book, 20th Ed. New 
York 10 (St. Martin's Press, 175) 5th Ava 


1960; , 231: pages.) ELI.) SIE:50. 

For its latest edition, the 40-year-old 
Motor Ship Reference Book has adopted a hand- 
some new large-page format and assumed ''con- 
siderably wider scope" than heretofore. In 
its first 67 pages it presents, for the first 
time pictures, plans, and full data on eight 
categories of motor vessels, ranging from 
large passenger liners to tugs and icebreak-~ 
ers. This section starts with GRIPSHOLM, BER- 
GENSFJORD, PRINSES IRENE, and PRINSESSE MAR- 
GRETHE and ends with BARENSTZ-ZEE and ODEN. 

The bulk of the book--140 pages--is de- 
voted to diesel engine builders of the world 
and their products. Of the 42 manufacturers 
treated here, 4 are American. The omission 
of such names as General Motors,Caterpillar, 
Allis Chalmers, and Cummins casts some doubt 
on the British editor's claim to have covered 
"all the main high-powered diesel engines 
produced throughout the world and most makes 
of the lower powered units." An interesting 
23-page concluding section presents interest- 
ing data on recent developments in nuclear 
power, gas-turbine and free-piston engines, 
and shipboard equipment. 


Captain Of The ILE, Raoul de Beaudéan. New 
York 36 (McGraw-Hill, 330 W. 42), 1960. 
230 pages. I11. $4.50. 
The ILE DE FRANCE, Don Stanford. New York l 
(Appleton-Century-Crofts, 35 W. 32d), 1960. 
245. pages. Ill. ($4.95. 

The simultaneous issuance of two books 
with thename and picture of ILE DE FRANCE on 
their dust wrappers is a coincidence which 
must be stressed, if only to be sure that 
interested members realize there are two ILE 
books, not one, and that both are entertain- 
ing, solidly informative, and well written. 
Actually, their subject matter overlaps only 
slightly, since they concern, respectively, 
the lives of a man and a ship who were to- 
gether for only two climactic years. 

Don Stanford's ship biography is one of 
the best of its kind. Fast-moving without 
glibness and factual without dullness, it 
breaks the ILE's career roughly into thirds: 
prewar, war, and postwar. The first, heavy 
on personality and anecdote, is a little too 
much of a North Atlantic gossip column. The 
second ,excellently researched and told, will 
probably offer the greatest amount of new in- 
formation on the ship to the greatest number 
of readers. The third contains a good one- 
chapter resumé of the ANDREA DORIA rescue and 
an appropriately scornful three pages on the 
unhappy ILE's postmortem movie career. The 
whole reads as well as any novel. 
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Captain de Beaudéan's memoirs also have 
the virtue of readability and profuse infor- 
mation on the French Line and its fleet, but 
they have much more. One need not be deeply 
concerned with ships to enjoy this book. Its 
author is ones ideal of a Frenchman--practi- 
cal, witty, philosophical, and always a bit 
amused--especially at the spectacle of himself 
writing a book. Yet he can be blunt, as in 
his comments on NORMANDIE's loss, and darkly 
reflective,as in his statement of the tragic 
dilemma of the patriotic yet sensitive French 
citizen in Vichy days. His description and 
analysis of the ANDREA DORIA episode is both 
matter of fact and deeply moving, yet quite 
without conscious melodrama. After four 
years of theories,controversies,and conceal- 
ments, it is fascinating to read his opinion 
as to what caused this disaster of which he 
was the involuntary hero. 

Salvator Attanasio deserves special men- 
tion for turning these memoirs into an English 
completely free of the smell of translation. 


Every Boy's Book Of Ships, Alan C. Jenkins. 


London, NW 5 (Spring Books, Spring House, 
Spring Place), 1959. 188 pages. Ill. 
As we have noted before, the British 


well know (it is one of the foundations of 
their continuing maritime greatness) the need 
to awaken their young people's interest in 
ships and shipping problems. Mr. Jenkins un- 
dertakes to do this. His book is not remark- 
able as history or literature, being a loose 
collection of chapters m primitive shipping, 
naval and merchant annals, and a variety of 
modern salt-water activities, in which the 
young reader is never allowed to forget for 
long that he is reading about British ships. 

But this is all to the good. The book 
is cheap enough, lively enough, and well 
enough illustrated toenlist a boy's interest 
and send him looking for more. We need more 
such books in the United States, if we hope 
ever to regain the seafaring birthright we 
sold foramess of high wages and high prices 
--collectively known as a high standard of 
living. 


Flags, Funnels And Hull Colours (5th Impres- 
sion, Revised), Colin Stewart. New York 3 


(John De Graff, 31 E.10th), 1959. 80 pages. 
Pia seerindex. +$1;95 


Colin Stewart's pocket-size picture-en- 
cyclopedia of distinctive steamship company 
markings remains,in this revised impression, 
the best thing current in its field. The re- 
visions consist primarily of a baker's dozen 


3,000 MARITIME BOOKS, OLD AND NEW. Send for 
latest catalogues listing many hundred scarce 
old volumes andnew books. Your special wants 
searched for gladly. (All new British books 
stocked on publication.) NORMAN KERR, 
Bookseller, Cartmel, Lancashire, England. 
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of new flag and funnel markings in black-and- 
white, a new half-page preface, 2 few index 
changes, and some new tonnage figures. This, 
unfortunately,is not enought to bring the book 
really up to date, if the American data are 
typical. For example, the Isbrandtsen funnel 
is wrong, the new markings of States, Bull, 
Gulf, and Amoco are not shown, and Pacific 
Transport ,Pacific-Argentine-Brazil,and South 
Atlantic are still shown in their independent 
guise, though all have now been absorbed by 
other companies. This is, therefore, some- 
what less than an infallible reference work. 


Leviathan, Warren Tute. Boston (Little, 
Brown), 1959. 378 pages. $4.95. 

Steamship novels are numerous but rarely 
relevant enough to history (made or making) 
to invade the Bill's tightly rationed review 
space. Leviathan is the exception. Some of 
it really happened. Some of its ships actu- 
ally plied the Atlantic. Its nightmare back- 
drop of world disintegration from 1936 to 1942 
is historically factual. Its maritime stage 
properties and business, though they never 
happened, are authentic. It is a good novel, 
with sustained plot,a few vividly real char- 
acters (though most tend to be stereotypes) , 
and real seagoing flavor,in the grand manner. 

Yet much about the book will upset,even 
exasperate, knowledgeable readers. The title 
itself is unfortunate, and hardly excused by 
Mr.Tute's prefatory admission that he is mis- 
applying a great liner's name. His 'Leviathan" 
is of course QUEEN MARY, her owners (Transo- 
ceanic Steamship), Cunard.... Or are they? 
QUEEN MARY was born in the reign of George V, 
not,like "Leviathan,"in that of Edward VIII. 
She has three funnels, "Leviathan" two (does 
this make the latter QUEEN ELIZABETH? No, 
"Leviathan" has a larger sister "Behemoth," 
launched solate that she could scarcely,like 
the ELIZABETH, have escaped Nazi bombs). 
This daredevil dovetailing of fact with fic- 
tion makes a real racer like NORMANDIE win 
her Blue Riband in 1937, not 1935, and lose 
it to "Leviathan" (QUEEN MARY?) in 1938, not 
1936. Two real Liverpool tugs, WILLIAM POUL- 
SOM and WELLINGTON,are depicted, remarkably, 
docking this phantom Cunarder at Southampton. 

This is not wanton carping at a book 
which is,on the whole,enjoyable. Mr. Tute's 
fiction is simply too close to fact. But it 
is just far enough removed to make reading it 
a schizophrenic experience for any reader who 
has in mind the image of what really happened 
on the North Atlantic in these years. This 
perverse urge to make the real fit the fan- 
ciful defeats the novel, as a novel. 


Bouwnummer 300. S._S. ROTTERDAM, by F. den 
Houter. Hilversum, Netherlands (Uitgeverij 
GC. DeBoer? Jr; Zeverijnstraat 4), 1959. 
Lo2zrpages<4 lhl, ) DEL.19=50;. 

The building of ROTTERDAM,''Builder's No. 
300"" of the Rotterdam Dockyard Company and 
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flagship of the Holland America Line, was a 
great national event. Appropriately, one of 
the most beautifully-produced books ever is- 
sued to mark the birth of a ship has now come 
out of Holland. Bouwnummer 300 tells the 
story of ROTTERDAM fromdesign to delivery ,in 
text ,diagrams,and a profusion of photographs 
--both black-and-white and color. Every step 
in construction,equipment, and decoration is 
liberally documented. Whole chapters digress 
into the history of such topics as navigation, 
model tanks, launching customs, and "hidden" 
staircases such as make possible ROTTERDAM's 
unusual division of classes. Attention is 
also given to previous Holland America ships, 
especially the four previous ROTTERDAMs. 
Even for non-Dutch-reading Atlantic lin- 
er specialists,this book is a real treasure. 


St. Lawrence Seaway & Power Projects, LO59e 
Montreal (Reid & Boulton, 3637 Ontario Av.), 


1958. 415 pages. I11. Index. 

A copiously illustrated commemorative 
volume, St. Lawrence Seaway & Power Projects 
does not tell quite the whole story, having 
apparently been timed to coincide with the 
waterway's official opening last year. It is 
in three parts,the most interesting of which 
to our readers will be the 150 pages,roughly, 
which recount and illustrate the Seaway's his- 
tory. About a fifth of these concern the dis- 
covery of the St.Lawrence and its development 
before 1954. A "Commercially Sponsored Sec- 
tion," also of about 150 pages, gives picto- 
rial accounts of over 100 firms, banks, etc. 
--chiefly Canadian--which were interested in 
the great project. The rest is a Who's Who of 
individual government and industry officials. 


"Overnight Steamboats on Long Island Sound" 
and "Recent Steamboats of Long Island Sound," 
Edwin A. Dunbaugh, Nassau County Historical 
Journal (Hofstra College, Hempstead, Long 
PsvandsoN.cY.) ,.Spring,«Fall, 1959. 
"The Oldest Steamboat Line in the Western 
Hemisphere ,'' Thomas P.Smith, Yankee (Dublin, 
NemH.)e May, June, 1960" 35¢ per copy. 

Two recent two-installment articles on 
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east coast steamboating demand mention here, 
more for their important subjects and their 
verve than for their reliability. Member Dun- 
baugh, of a famous steamboat family, nostal- 
gically recreates the story of what New Eng- 
landers used to call simply the "New York 
Boat.'"' In the main, his account is clear and 
correct, which makes several striking mis- 
statements and misspellings of steamboat and 
place names the more regrettable. Mr. Smith's 
primarily anecdotal account of the Nantasket 
line (whose asserted antiquity rests on con- 
tinuity neither of service nor of ownership) 
has much merit but is marred by too-credulous 
reliance on dubious sources, and by the fact 
that more than half of its interesting illus- 
trations are miscaptioned or reversed. 


Medunarodni Transport. Special Issue Dedi- 
cated to the International Maritime Committee 


Plenary Conference. Beograd, Jugoslavia 
(Federal Chamber of Foreign Trade, Post. Fah 
47), 1959%* 107 pages 221115 |Plastic: 

In connection with last year's Rijeka 
conference, The Transport and Freight For- 
warding Journal Medunarodni Transport issued 
a history and description of Jugoslav ship- 
ping,consisting of 17 essays by as many auth- 
ors. Its three parts cover (1) the region's 
marine history to 1945,(2) modern fleets and 
ports, (3) laws, customs, and organization. 

Specially valuable for its illustrations 
(including awelcome if brutally cropped view 
of PARTIZANKA a SHAWNEE) ,the book is a worth- 
while introduction to a merchant marine too 
little known in this country. However, it is 
marred by reliance on generalities and statis- 
tics to the exclusion of concrete particulars, 
and includes’ the surprising assertion that 
"the first steamer to sail into the Mediter- 
ranean was the S/S ROBERT FULTON in 1824." 


Liverpool Shipping: A Short History, George 
Chandler. London WC 2 (Phoenix House, 10-13 


Bedford St.), 1960. 256 pages.Ill.Index. 30s. 

Although subtitled "A Short History!’ Dr. 
Chandler's bookam the evolution of Liverpool 
as a port and the ships and companies which 
have played major roles in that evolution is 
solid in substance and encyclopedic in scope. 
To anyone seeking groundwork on Britain's sec- 
ond cargo and first passenger gateway, or on 
over threescore lines under the Red Ensign, 
this will be a source work of lasting value. 

In arrangement, it is better adapted to 
reference than to reading. Aside from a well- 
digested first chapteron Liverpool's history 
since 1207 and ashort final discussion of her 
future, the whole volume--about 200 pages-- 
concerns her shipowners and ships. Eight chap- 
ters treat eight geographic sectors: coastal, 
continental, North American, Latin American, 
West African, Indian Ocean, Far Eastern, and 
Australia-New Zealand services. Within each, 
the principal fleets are described physical- 
ly, organizationally, and to an extent anec- 
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dotally, often with black-and-white sketches 
of company funnel markings and houseflags. 
Over 50 plates and a copious though not ex- 
haustive index make this a very useful work. 


Know Your Ships. Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. 
(Thos. Manse, 1113 Kimball St.), 1960. 56 
pages. il. 60¢. 

A real bargain for Great Lakes collec- 
tors and researchers is Thomas Manse's handy 
fleet list and photo catalog Know Your Ships. 
Besides excellent pictures of bulk freighters, 
ocean vessels, passenger ships, and others, 
it gives basic measurements of existing lake 
vessels, arranged by fleets, anda list of 
photos Mr. Manse has for sale. The center 
spread is a full-color funnel chart of lake 
carriers, which is valuable, supplemented by 
a small group of deep-sea _ stack markings, 


_which is too incomplete and inaccurate to 


justify its inclusion. 


One Hundred Years. Cory Fleet. Southampton, 
England (World Ship Soc., 5 Avon Rd., Bit- 


terne Pk.), n. d. 21 pages. Ill. Paper. 
The newest brochure in the World Ship 
Society series of line histories and fleet 
lists concerns Wm. Cory & Sons, a 175-year- 
old firm which has become one of the leading 
British collier companies,and a tanker-owner 
as well. The detailed fleet list fills 19 
pages, with pictures of 11 ships dating from 
1857 to 1959. Though published for the WSS 
membership, it is available in limited quan- 
tity to SSHSA members at 75 cents a copy. 
Please order direct from WSS, address above. 


1960 Supplement to North Atlantic Seaway, N. 
R. P. Bonsor. Prescot, Lancashire (T. Steph- 


enson & Sons), 1960. 52 pages. Ill. 9s. 6d. 

When North Atlantic Seaway first ap- 
peared (SB,xiv:53)it seemed to us just about 
as complete as it could be. But to Mr. Bon- 
sor, apparently, it was merely the first 
stopping-place in a mammoth research project 
which still continues. His 1960 Supplement, 
much of it in the fine print of the fleet 
lists,is an invaluable reporton his progress 
in correction and addition over the past five 
years, and an indispensable tool for users, 
pending the "completely revised and enlarged 
second edition" which he hopes to be ready to 
issue in "another four or five years." 


British Shipbuilding. London SW 1 (Informa- 
tion Office,Shipbuilding Conference, &c., 21 


Grosvenor Pl.) ,1960. 64 pages. [I11. Free. 

Though planned as a promotional brochure 
for the British Exhibition in New York this 
year, British Shipbuilding is a handsome and 
very worthwhile addition to the literature in 
its field. With nearly 150 illustrations, 
many in color, it is primarily a picture al- 
bum. About half the contents are portraits 
of individual vessels, from liners to light- 
ships. Until exhausted, copies are available 
on request from the publishers. 
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Miscellaneous Reading Notes: 


In these days of high taxes, another 
taxpayer service has gone by the board. The 
Treasury's Bureau of Customs, as of July 1, 
ceased free distribution of its Monthly Sup- 
plement to Merchant Vessels of the United 
States, successor to the prewar Bulletin of 
the Bureau of Marine Inspectim ad Navigation, 
and set an annual subscription fee of $4.20. 


Seven Stars on the Seven Seas is the 
title of an excellent 10-page brochure trac- 
ing the history and describing the present 
services of Zim Lines. Two dozen illustra- 
tions depict Zim ships past and present. Pre- 
pared by SSHSA member William B.Saphire, the 
booklet may be obtained free from the Ameri- 
can-Israeli Shipping Co., 42 Broadway, NYC4. 


The Shipping World,British marine jour- 
nal,will salute the new P & O liner CANBERRA 


with ''a special supplement in which the ship 
will be fully described, with plans and pho- 
tographs." Nonsubscribers may obtain it by 
sending an International Money Order for five 
shillings to 1 Arundel Street, London W.C.2. 


New Hampshire Profiles for August 1960 


contained an illustrated two-page article a- 
bout SSHSA member John Clement and his Lake 
Winnipesaukee steam launch ARIES. Copies may 
be obtained from the publisher ,New Hampshire 
Profiles Corp., 1 Pleasant St., Portsmouth, 
N. Ho, for 40 cents each, 


A limited number 
of copies of the 


book 
4-* LIVES OF 
: THE LINERS 


ea 


by Frank 
0. Braynard 
- (printed in 1947) 


S : : 
are still available 


-= The story of the 
>» world’s major li- 

ners and their ex- 
ploits in World War Il, with 42 illustrations, the book 
is available, autographed by the author, for $3.00, 
prepaid. Send check to: 


Frank O. Braynard 


213 Glen Avenue, Sea Cliff, L. I., N. Y. 
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Send "Fantail" views, reminiscen- 
ces,notes on steamship and steam- 
boat operation, and news of mem- 
bers to: Jay Allen,2 Saffer court, 
Urbana, Illinois. 


Heard 
On The 
Fantail 


Our fantail view for this issue departs 
from our usual custom of depicting steamboats 
to show a gasoline-propelled fantail launch 
belonging to member Capt. Elwell B.Thomas, of 
Stonington, Conn. 

The photograph,taken by Mrs. Thomas, al- 
so a member of SSHSA, in the summer of 1958 
at Stonington,shows the staunch vessel, named 
ALERT, and the crew of four stalwarts manning 
her -- Freeman Hathaway, John Haskell Kemble, 
William H. Ewen, and the shipowner himself. 
Capt. Thomas writes of ALERT as follows: 

"She is the smallest of my fleet of five 
power workboats. The twenty-one foot vessel 
is to the best of my knowledge the smallest 
boat built commercially asa tug on the Atlan- 
tic coast. She was built in Bridgeport, Con- 
necticut, in 1938 for Elliott & Watrous, of 
Mystic and East Providence, as a tender for 
their lighters. She was originally powered 
with a twenty-five horsepower Universal gaso- 
line engine, but at present she has a thirty- 
eight horsepower Lathrop. 

"She did not have aname when I purchased 
her in 1945. I chose to name her ALERT for a 
lifelong friend, the 103-year old tug of that 
name formerly owned by Merritt-Chapman & Scott 
Corporation at New London. 

"Originally the low trunk cabin extended 
back to about halfway between where my hands 
rest on the coaming, but after I acquired her 
I cut the cabin back,leaving only the present 
short cuddy. A box was placed over her engine 
at the same time. The little ALERT, unlike 
most small fantail power boats, has_ slack 
bilges and a deep draft (three feet) to get 
her wheel down for towing purposes. Note the 
massive sampson post forward. Behind Freeman 
Hathaway's back is an equally massive towing 
DLEL. 

"Ownership of ALERT places me in the com- 
pany of the select few who own fantail launches 


Send orders to: Mrs, 


THE STEAMSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA 


announces the publication of a basic reference work in American steamboating 


ADVERTISEMENTS OF LOWER MISSISSIPPI RIVER STEAMBOATS, 1812-1920 


a scrapbook with introduction and index of vessels and lines 
fhe importance and accuracy of the newspaper adver- 
isement asa basic toolof the steamboat historian 
as been increasingly recognized, for it gives con- i 
siderable vital information usually not SS veilayie ae AEE orn Daas meee ee 
lsewhere: WHERE a given steamboat was at a given 
ime, WHO was in charge of her, and WHAT kind of 
service she offered. This book will make such in- 
formation available on OVER 1.000 STEAMBOATS! President, Sons and Daughters of Pioneer Rivermen 
Descriptive folder available on request. 
414 Pelton Avenue, Staten Island 10, N. Ye 


NOW AVAILABLE: Price, $5.00 postpaid. 
James T. Wilson, 
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on this section of the coast. Our number be- 
tween New York and Boston can be counted on 
the fingers of one hand, that rare have small 
fantail boats become. I also have two larger 
fantail boats,the forty foot tug WEIR and the 
forty-five foot lighter M. CITY, but these 
certainly do not fall into the launch category. 

"ALERT is not just a decoration but a 
highly useful workboat in summer at our marina. 
Altogether, we thought she would make a some- 
what different fantail view." 

Members will be inclined to agree with 
Capt. Thomas in this last statement. 

The first vessel to circumnavigate the 
North American continent was the Royal Cana- 
dian Mounted Police motor schooner ST. ROCH, 
which has made trips in both directions through 
the Northwest Passage between Halifax and Van- 
couver. A few years ago she completed the 
circuit and acquired her above described fame 
by completing a passage between the two ports 
mentioned above via the Panama Canal. Circum- 
navigation for the first time of our sister 
continent to the south was made under rather 
unusual circumstances and at a very much ear- 
lier date -- by a steam vessel, no less. How 
many of our members know what steamer was in- 
volved and what the details were that gave 
this almost forgotten distinction to her? 

Happy sailing! -- STEAMBOAT BILL 


Compiled by LEonarp V. HuBER 


Co-author of Tales of the Mississippi 
With a Foreword by Freperick Way, Jr. 
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THE STEAMSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA, INC. 


The Steamship Historical Society of America was established in 1935 as a means of bringing together those 
nateur and professional historians interested in the history and development of steam navigation past and present. 
\corporated in the State of Virginia in 1950 as a tax-exempt corporation, the Society is affiliated with the Marine 
istorical Association of Mystic, Connecticut. Close cooperation is maintained with other museums throughout the 
.S. and Canada, including the Peabody Museum of Salem (original sponsors of the Society), The New York His- 
rical Society, The Mariners Museum, Newport N ews, Va. 


| The Society conducts many interesting activities in which all regular members can participate. They include 
e following: 


1. Subscription to quarterly journal, Steamboat Bill. This is included in dues. 


2. Meetings. National meetings are held at regular intervals and usually include visits to ships, museums, etc. 
Actual steamship trips are included whenever possible. Society chapters, of which there are several, hold monthly 
meetings with similar programs. 


3. Special Publications. In addition to its quarterly journal, the Society from time to time publishes reprints of 
: scarce articles on steamboat and steamship history. These are available to members almost at cost. In 1952 
; the Society published a complete list of all registered and enrolled steam vessels of the U.S. from 1807 to 1868. 
| This volume, called The Lytle List is available at $5.00. The Society in 1959 published Advertisements of Lower 
Mississippi River Steamboats 1812-1920, a compilation by Leonard V. Huber. This alphabetically arranged 
volume of newspaper advertisements affords comprehensive data never before easily accessible on lines, sched- 
ules, operations, personnel, and more than 1000 individual steamers. 


H. Franklin Collection, and prints are available to members at nominal cost. Lists are provided by the Secretary 


- 4. Photo Bank. The Society maintains a file of more than 5000 photographs of steam vessels, including the Thomas 
| 
: at intervals. (Sales temporarily suspended) 


ie. Library. The Society maintains a library at its administrative headquarters at West Barrington, R.I., which 
| is available to all members. (Library closed pending relocation) 


Anyone seriously interested in steam or other power driven vessels, past and present, is eligible to apply for 
smbership in The Steamship Historical Society of America, Inc. Dues are in various classes, beginning at $4.00 for 
mual Members. Members of the national organization are eligible to join chapters. 
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lew England Chapter (Boston) : PAUL HUNTINGTON, Chairman 
DAVID A. PEARSON, JR., Secretary, 219 Cross Street, Belmont, Mass. 

outhern New England Chapter: J. KENNETH SHEPARD, Chairman 
| LoIs DEACON, Secretary, 169 Dexter Street, Providence 9, R. I. 
*hiladelphia Chapter: WALTER NEILD, Chairman 

RONALD S. PAUL, Secretary, 6733 Emlen Street, Philadelphia 19, Pa. 
incinnati Chapter: We take great pleasure in announcing the formation of a 
SSHSA Chapter in this Ohio River metropolis. Interested 
persons should contact the Secretary pro-tem, Miss Elenora 
Wilkinson, 515 Melish St., Apt. 25, Cincinnati 29, Ohio. 


